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A message from the DirectorsA message from the Directors

Dear Fellow Members of LOG,
When you receive this news-

le  er, our “Free to….” Capital 
Campaign will be in full swing. 
The forty or so volunteers 
are working hard and are ex-
cited about what can be ac-
complished at LOG with funds 
raised from this campaign. As 
an example, can you envision 
the change we can achieve 
by remodeling the Fellowship 
Hall? It reminds me of a re-
cent conversa  on I had with 
my wife. She was reminding 
me that our house it almost 20 
years old and how hopelessly 
dated the kitchen is. Although 
it looks fi ne to me, when we 
visit friends who have recent-
ly remodeled their kitchens, 
I have to admit I no  ce the 
improvement… much warmer 
and more welcoming. Well, our 
LOG Fellowship Hall is about 35 
years old and certainly could 
use a faceli  . There are many 
other improvements and up-

grades we have planned for 
the campus with the proceeds 
from the campaign; more than 
we have room to describe in 
this newsle  er. Want to see 
them in more detail? Look for 
the “Free to….”Campaign book-
let where they are described. 
Didn’t get or can’t fi nd a book-
let? No problem, the Campaign 
Booklet and Flyer are both on 
the website? Just click on the 
website and the “Free to…” 
icon. All the improvements are 
listed separately so they are 
easier to fi nd. 

Of course, the primary goal 
of the campaign is to elimi-
nate the $1,640,000 remain-
ing debt. Without this debt 
LOG would be “Free to…..” 

Free to...Free to...

There will be a special 

Prayer Service 
with Supper 

on 
Wednesday, May 13th 

at 5:30 p.m. in the
 Fellowship Hall. 

The service, 
sponsored by the 

Prayer Team will focus 
on family prayer.

InsideInside
Prayer WalkPrayer Walk

Faith Journey StoryFaith Journey Story

Commitment CelebrationCommitment Celebration

continued on page 3



On April 19 the congrega  on met 
in the front courtyard for prayer 
with Pastor Brune  e and blessing 
for the fi rst Campus Prayer Walk. 
The prayers for each campus struc-
ture and surrounding area were led 
by a prayer leader at each site using 
the following format: 

Invoca  on: In the name of the 
Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Thanks and praise to God for His 
provision for past ministry and past 
ac  vi  es in that building/grounds/
loca  on.

Request for blessing upon staff  and 
all who use and will use the facility.

Request for God to bless the cur-
rent ac  vi  es

Request for provision for needed 
repairs, improvements, and changes 
according to church needs and ac-
cording to God’s will and purpose.

Request for God’s direc  on in pri-
ori  zing goals for His Glory and the 
most Gospel impact.

Blessing and rededica  on of the 
loca  on for God’s Kingdom use. 

– Pastor Raymond VanBuskirk

A full prayer walk guide is avail-
able in this newsle  er for anyone 
who wishes pray for the pe   ons 
requested by the Strategic Planning 
Commi  ee, staff  and volunteers. 

Prayer Directors
Nancy Gi   orn & Sharon Marion

                                     Prayer Walk                                  Prayer Walk                   
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serve God more abundantly. For 
example, without this debt, the 
church would be in a be  er posi  on 
to provide fi nancial support to our 
Preschool and MDO programs. Our 
fi nancial constraints have caused 
the school to eliminate the kinder-
garten program, depriving the com-
munity of this opportunity to pro-
vide their children with a religious 
educa  on. 

Also, in addi  on to providing Fam-
ily Promise (a program designed to 
help local homeless) and H.A.A.M 
(a program to provide all forms of 

support for the needy in the Humble 
area) with volunteers and space on 
our campus. We could also provide 
much-needed fi nancial support. 

LOG has also struggled to pro-
vide fi nancial support to the Texas 
District Missions program. Without 
the annual $112,800 LOG pays an-
nually on the mortgage ($60,000 in 
interest alone), we can only imag-
ine the good we can bring to church 
and community!

In the coming weeks, we hope 
you will look forward to and be in-
spired by the personal Stewardship 

and Faith stories shared by mem-
bers of our congrega  on at each of 
the services.  Please mark MAY 31, 
on your calendar. That is the date 
of the COMMITMENT DEDICATION 
EVENT, where you will be asked to 
make a 3 year pledge to support 
Lamb of God in this exci  ng and 
challenging eff ort. We pray that all 
of us at LOG will be blessed to par-
 cipate in this eff ort.

If you have any ques  ons or need 
addi  onal informa  on, please con-
tact Ron Walker, Jenn Melancon or 
John Farina.
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$200,000

$100,000

$70,000

$40,000

$20,000

$12,000

$9,000

$6,000

$4,800

$3,600

$3,000

$1,800

Total of three-year commitment

Giving is over 3 years, over and above our regular giving.
“Now to Him Who is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine...” Ephesians 3:20-21

1 family commits                                          $5,555 per month

2 families commit                                                      $2,778 per month

4 families commit                                                                   $1,994 per month

8 families commit                                                                               $1,111 per month

12 families commit                                                                                           $555 per month

14 families commit                                                                                                        $333 per month

12 families commit                                                                                                                     $250 per month

14 families commit                                                                                                                                 $167 per month

18 families commit                                                                                                                                              $133 per month

26 families commit                                                                                                                                                           $100 per month

47 families commit                                                                                                                                                                       $83 per month

49 families commit                                                                                                                                                                                    $50 per month

Lamb of God Lutheran Church
Gift Profi le

Goal: $2,000,000

3-year Sacrifi cial Gifts
Pyramid Chart

This pyramid shows a breakdown of the various 3-year
sacrifi cial gifts needed so that the vision we have for the 

future mission and ministry of Lamb of God can become a reality. 
Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you and your family 

to help our church connect our growing community to Christ.

Why is it important 
that my Free to... 
commitment be

“over and above” my 
regular offerings?

A: The focus of the campaign is 
retirement of the congrega-

tion’s debt so more future dollars can 
be spent on direct ministry rather than 
interest expense. The church and school 
still need your generous contributions for 
day-to-day operations.

If I can only make a 
modest pledge, should 

I even bother?

A:
Each of us - whether young or old - can 
be blessed by learning to give generously. 
Not everyone can give the same amount, 
but everyone can give generously. Re-
member, good stewardship is not about 
“equal giving” but “equal sacrifi ce.”

Every commitment, regardless 
of the amount, is important. 

Can I change my 
commitment at a 

later date?

A: Yes. You can alter your com-
mitment at any time as your 

circumstances change.
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I used to think, because I grew 
up in church that I didn’t have a 
faith story. I’ve always been able to 
look back through the years and see 
God’s hand in my life, but it’s taken 
me many years to fi gure out my sto-
ry. My story shows how the Lord is 
never fi nished with us – we grow in 
many diff erent spiritual disciplines 
throughout our lives, and He can use 
us in many diff erent ways. 

Faithfulness is the fi rst chapter in 
my story…it begins when I was born. 
When my brother and I were chil-
dren, our parents were completely 
commi  ed to bringing us to church 
and Sunday school each week. If 
you have young children, you may 
think that bringing them to church 
is fu  le, but that couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth. Young children 
may not understand the message, 
but they watch people, and in doing 
so they learn how to worship. They 
learn that Sundays are special, and 
are to be set aside for God. That’s 
what I learned by a  ending church 
regularly as a child…and my parents, 
Pastors and many Sunday School 
teachers began plan  ng those seeds 
of faith in me that would grow to be-
come so much more. 

Prayer is the second chapter in 
my story…it begins in Middle School.
Prayer was an important part of our 
family. I began keeping a prayer 
journal when I was in middle school. 

I s  ll have it. When I read them 
now those fi rst prayers sound so 
juvenile, but they were the prayers 
of an adolescent girl to a God that 
was somewhere out there. As the 
years went by, and I con  nued to 
write my prayers night a  er night, 
God didn’t seem so far out there 
any more. I had grown to know the 
Lord in a more in  mate way than I 
had ever known Him before. Those 
adolescent prayers gave way to a 
high school girl praying for the Lord 
to lead her to the husband that He 
had created just for her. High school 
prayers gave way to a 22 year old 
praying for the Lord’s blessings upon 
her marriage and a young mother 
praying for the health and happi-
ness of her own babies. Prayer – it 
was modeled for me by my parents, 
strengthened by spending regular 
 me in prayer throughout my youth 

– and it con  nues to be an integral 
part of my walk with Christ today. 

Servanthood is the third chapter 
of my story…it begins in high school. 
My mom served as a Sunday School 
teacher here at Lamb of God when 
we were li  le…and my uncles regu-
larly served as ushers. I am grateful 
for their example of service. When I 
was 16 years old I was asked by the 
worship leaders at Lamb of God if I 
would like to sing with the Band of 
Glory. Singing was how I defi ned my 
service to the Lord. I went off  to col-

lege, but when I returned I was ap-
proached to join the new worship 
team in leading worship at Lamb of 
God. Serving the Lord with my voice 
was amazing, however, in 2007 I be-
gan having trouble with my voice, 
and was diagnosed with calluses 
on my vocal chords…a condi  on 
that has no cure. I went through 
the whole spectrum of emo  on...I 
couldn’t understand why God would 
take away a gi   that I was using for 
His purpose. It was around that same 
 me a song came out with the lyr-

ics, “I will serve you while I’m wait-
ing.” It became evident to me that 
the Lord does not create us to serve 
Him in just one way. I am s  ll wai  ng 
for the day that my voice will be fully 
restored, but rest assured, I will con-
 nue to serve Him while I’m wai  ng. 

I was able begin the Kids Connec  on 
ministry at Lamb of God…and now 
I’m free to serve in whatever way 
the Lord decides to use me!

Gra  tude is the fourth chapter in 
my story…it begins in my adult years. 
Every now and then, when I fi nd my-
self alone in the car, I am moved to 
tears as I refl ect on everything in my 
life that I have to be thankful for. 
Day to day things like my home, my 
job, my husband, my children…but 
even more profound things…like the 
fact that I am living in this beau  ful 
community where I am able to hear 
the sounds children laughing, birds 

                               My Faith Journey                                 My Faith Journey  by Tiffany Wagenerby Tiffany Wagener
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Commitment Commitment CelebrationCelebration
B R U N C HB R U N C H

Sunday, May 31 • 9:00 -10:15 a.m.
Breakfast tacos, pancake & sausage on a stick, 
coffee, iced tea and lemonade will be served.

     Come and celebrate what God is      Come and celebrate what God is 
              doing               doing at Lamb of God!at Lamb of God!

chirping and music playing…when 
there are people in other places in 
the world who hear bombs explod-
ing and the wails of family members 
as they see their loved ones killed or 
perishing from hunger and disease. 
In 1999 my husband’s brother died 
unexpectantly. It was his 21st birth-
day. I learned to be grateful for each 
and every blessing, each and every 
day…gra  tude feels much be  er 
than all of those nega  ve emo  ons!

Surrender is the fi  h chapter…it 
goes hand and hand with gra  tude. 
When it fi nally hits you that each 
and every good thing that you have 
in your life has come from the Lord – 
you just surrender it all back to Him. 
Why not, it’s His anyway. There is no 
way that I can protect my kids com-
pletely from the sin and dangers of 
this world, but He can, and so I sur-

render my children and my worries 
about my children to Him daily. My 
husband drives to Clear Lake every 
day for work. The kids and I pray that 
the Lord will keep him safe and bring 
him safely home to us that evening. 
Ma   and I bought our fi rst home 
in 2005. It was then that we began 
talking for the fi rst  me in our lives 
about  thing. At that  me we were 
over $10,000 in credit card debt. We 
were probably crazy to even think 
about  thing, but it just felt like the 
right thing to do…here we were in a 
loving marriage, with good jobs and 
a nice new home…shouldn’t we be 
giving more to the Lord? It was our 
way of surrendering. In one week 
we went from giving $20 a week to 
10% of our pay check. I s  ll remem-
ber wri  ng that fi rst big check…we 
didn’t know how it was all going to 

work out, but Malachi 3 says “Bring 
the whole  the into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the Lord Al-
mighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the fl oodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there 
will not be room enough to store it.” 
I’m not really sure how it happened, 
other than God, but in a few short 
years we were s  ll  thing, had paid 
off  all of our credit card debt and 
had three beau  ful, healthy kids to 
boot. I share this not to say, “Look at 
what we’ve done,” but to say, “Look 
at what God can do when you sur-
render completely to Him.” 

I share my story today to inspire 
you to think about the story that 
God is wri  ng in your life. He wants 
the best for us, so let go…and let 
God write your story!
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CAMPUS PRAYER WALK 

On April 19 the congregation met in the front courtyard for prayer with Pastor Brunette and blessing for the 
first Campus Prayer Walk. The prayers for each campus structure and surrounding area were led by a prayer 
leader at each site using the following format:  

 Invocation: In the name of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Thanks and praise to God for His provision for past ministry and past activities in that 
building/grounds/location. 

Request for blessing upon staff and all who use and will use the facility. 

Request for God to bless the current activities 

Request for provision for needed repairs, improvements, and changes according to church needs and 
according to God’s will and purpose. 

Request for God’s direction in prioritizing goals for His Glory and the most Gospel impact. 

Blessing and rededication of the location for God’s Kingdom use. 

     ---Pastor Raymond VanBuskirk 

The Sanctuary and LLC Buildings: Sharon Marion, Prayer Director 

We anoint and rededicate this building to the spreading of God’s Kingdom and His Glory. 

Sanctuary 

 Blessing and rededication of the structure 

 Vision of God’s will and purpose for Lamb of God Lutheran Church  

 Blessing, indwelling of the Holy Spirit and guidance for all who serve in the church:  pastors, 
DCE’s, elders and deacons, ushers & greeters, Church Council, readers, signers, divine drama 
group, liturgical dance group, hand bell ringers, worship song leaders, choir, Praise Team and 
Music Minister; Children’s Church, church ministries. VBS, and activity leaders 

 Blessing and rededication of church body 

 Requests: 
Success of “Free to” Capital Fund Campaign 
Spiritual growth and breakthroughs of congregation 
Resources and increased membership to carry out the “Great Commission” 
Sound system and video technology upgrade in the Sanctuary and Narthex 
Fund for new lights, air conditioning repair and replacement as needed 
New risers for choir and increase in male voices 
Lectern and Guest Registry in the Narthex 

Early Childhood Center Building:  Sharon Marion 

We anoint and rededicate this building for extending God’s Kingdom. 

 Blessing and rededication of the structure 

 Praise for past use 

 Blessing for current use and vision for future use, that all rooms may be actively  supporting God’s 
purpose and will for His glory 

 Request for repair of the sprinkler system in the school 

 Request for storage area behind room 105 

 Replace 1 Bye-Bye Buggy 



 Blessing and request for safety of the playground 

Early Childhood Preschool & Daycare 

 Blessing and guidance for the director, teachers, and aides 

 Blessing in spiritual growth and knowledge for all children 

 Academic success for the students 

 Thanks, praise and guidance for the parents whose children attend LLC 

 Request for full class loads for the next school year 

 Request that the school may add grade levels in the future 

 Request for provision to meet the school’s needs. 

 Thanksgiving for the donated ipads for the three-year-olds in their new Head Start Program next year 

 Thanksgiving for the new four-year-olds Step Up Accelerated Program next year 

Sunday School 

 Blessings upon the teachers and students  

 Request spiritual growth in the Word and prayer life  

 Request spiritual application of the Word to daily life 

 Request that the children will grow strong and remain steadfast in service to the Lord and be a light in 
the world.  

 Request favor and direction that the Sunday School program will grow and flourish  

 Request that the Sunday School classrooms will all be in use and full of students 

 Request resources and provision to meet all needs 

Center Courtyard 

 Thanks and praise for the beautiful courtyard and blessing for all who maintain it. 

 Request for a canopy to cover it that it may have extended use. 

Fellowship Hall: Pastor Van Buskirk 

 Praise and thanksgiving for past uses: Lamb of God Church Sanctuary, New Hope Sanctuary, Sunday 
School, LWML Rally, weddings & wedding receptions, baby showers, VBS,, Silent Auction & Chili Cook-
Off, Bunco and craft groups, mission projects, baptisms, communion, funerals & bereavement meals, 
luncheons, and meetings of all kinds 

 Praise and thanksgiving for current uses: Sunday School, community meetings, school 
lunches/cafeteria for kids, Family Promise, Lenten services and meals, confirmation dinners, New Hope 
(Hispanic Church) activities, Men’s Ministry & Inspire 

 Request provision for 

 Repair and painting  

 Repair leaks in roof  

 Repair/renovate kitchen 

 Upgrade wiring and sound system/technology 

 Upgrade floor and lighting 

 Emergency fund for air conditioning and other as needed 

 Pray for needs for future groups: children, seniors, New Hope & Family Promise 

Offices 

We anoint and rededicate each office space to the spread of the Kingdom of God. We pray for: 

 Thanksgiving for all  past ministry that began in these offices 

 Blessing and guidance upon each employee of Lamb of God Church 



 Request physical and spiritual safety for all staff and volunteers 

 Request God will bless the planning of all activities at Lamb of God 

 Worship 

 Sermons  

 Counseling  

 Meditation on the Word 

 Bible Study classes 

 SAGE activities 

 Newsletter  

 Discovery classes 

Individual Requests 

 Linda:  Request ability to help strangers who come to Lamb of God Church to see Jesus 

 Carol:  Request God would bless my abilities, time and resources necessary for the Capital Fund 
Campaign 

Conference Room:  Praise and thanksgiving for the volunteer who work here. May God richly bless them in 
their service. 

 Request for painting 

Classroom and Upstairs 

 Praise and thanksgiving for the use of four classrooms and the upstairs room since 1982 

 Blessing upon the Family Promise Ministry using the upstairs classroom and direction for any other use 

 Blessing upon members, teachers and students who use the classrooms for Sunday School, Vacation 
Bible School, meetings, Family Promise and the New Hope Church 

 Pray that all of these rooms will continue to be used to do God’s work 

 Request painting of all classrooms 

Outside Building 

 Request spiritual and physical healing for the people attending the AA meetings 

 May God bless and direct the use and future use of the building 

Courtyard 

 Thanks and praise for the events that have been held to grow God’s Kingdom 

 May God bless and direct the future use of the courtyard 

Back Parking Lot & Fields 

 Parking Lot 

 Request to resurface and restripe the back parking lot 

 Request to upgrade the lighting 

Field 

 Request for an athletic field and running track behind the parking lot 

 Request  for future co-op vegetable garden 

Christian Life Center:  Nancy Giffhorn, Prayer Director 

We anoint and rededicate this building to the Glory of God. Amen 



Lord, we ask that this building may be a blessing to the members of this congregation and to the community 
for carrying out the “Great Commission.” 

 Use this building as God directs for His Glory 

 Bless the air conditioning, heat,, power, security system and lighting 

Music Room 

We rededicate this room to God’s Glory and ask His blessing upon the Music Ministry 

 Praise and thanksgiving for all who share in the Music Ministry 

 Blessing and direction for the Music Ministry director and the Music Ministry 

 Request increase in participants 

 Bless brass and woodwind instruments 

 Bless the ministry curriculum 

 Request direction for seeking and finding a Choir Master 

 Request people will to accompany on piano 

 Bless the room for VBS use and for a dressing room for skits 

Music Director’s Office 

 Bless this office and desk for God’s Glory 

Kitchen 

 Praise and thanksgiving for the use of the kitchen as a teachers’ lounge, BSF Leaders Bible Class, 
Stephen Ministry meetings, Bible study classes, seminars, and dinners 

 Please bless the refrigerator, microwaves, and coffee machine 

Office 

 Praise and thanksgiving for all the staff who serve in this building 

 Bless the Mothers’ Day Out Program and all the children served in the program 

 Bless the Beacon editor and the Beacon publication 

Classrooms 

 Bless and keep all the staff and children who fill the classrooms 

 May the children grow in the knowledge of God that their lives may give Him Glory 

Gym 

 Praise and thanksgiving  for all the programs held in this facility; physical education for the children, 
youth programs, Children’s Church, community outreach, programs and dinners 

 Bless and direct the use of this gym now and in the future 

Upstairs  Pray for the completion of the upstairs rooms and direction for use 

 Bless the youth of the church and Youth Ministry to grow and be a blessing to others. 
 

All this we ask for the Glory of God in Jesus name. Amen. 


