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 It has been a pleasure working with EPOC Construction Company of Newport News.  Founded in 
2001 by Ken Bingman, the company has shown steady growth from the beginning.  Primarily focusing 
on pre-engineered steel structures, the company concentrates on building relationships with clients 
and working closely with clients from the start to the completion of each project.  Ranging from 
churches, office warehouses and more, the company continues to surge ahead with new projects. 
 Our featured architectural firm, Caro Monroe and Lang Architects, a firm in Newport News’ 
Oyster Point Business Park which recently celebrated their 25th anniversary. The principals in the 
firm have each been involved with architecture on the Virginia Peninsula for over thirty years.  Clients 
include universities, industrial organizations, local, federal and state agencies and design-built con-
tractors and developers.
 The focus feature this month is on surety bonds. Every government project requires surety bonds, 
which ensures that projects will be completed by the contractor and that all subcontractors will be 
compensated. 
 Our newest feature is the Subcontractor Spotlight.  It was a pleasure working with Kenneth M. 
Spencer, President of C. R. Benford Inc., a plumbing company 
servicing restaurants, churches, office building plus a wide variety of other projects on the Virginia 
Peninsula and Southside. 
 Commercial Building Edge Magazine is designed to be the Local Voice in Building for Hampton 
Roads.   This publication will include a cover story feature on a prominent general contractor, an 
inside feature on an architectural firm and a subcontractor spotlight.  Our distribution for Hampton 
Roads includes the Middle Peninsula, Peninsula and Southside Hampton Roads.  Please send us any 
news or events that may be of interest to our readership.
 If you are interested in being featured or want to nominate someone for the feature, please con-
tact me at (757) 890-2172 or email alan@buildingedgemag.com.

Enjoy,
Alan & Craig

Cover Photo: Ken Bingman, President;, Teresa Bingman, Office Manager & Kenny Massey, General 

Construction Superintendent in front of The Roofing Company in Copeland Industrial Park, Hampton.  

Design by Caro Monroe Liang Architects.  Cover Photo by Craig Boyer



CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

Cover Story



4     HAMPTON ROADS JUNE/JULY 2007 |  COMMERCIAL EDGE



HAMPTON ROADS JULY/AUGUST 2007 |  COMMERCIAL EDGE     5

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES OF CONSTRUCTION

Sometimes, bigger isn’t al-

ways better.

 Since opening its doors six 

years ago, EPOC Construction in 

Newport News has had no trou-

ble getting work – and lots of it – 

but founder/president Ken Bing-

man, says he wants to temper 

the growth of the company so 

that the relationships he forges 

with customers emerge to form 

a close team on both sides.

by Patrick Evans-Hylton
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 “We are definitely a relationship builder,” he says. “We 

love to establish a rapport with our clients. It makes for a bet-

ter working relationship where you get to know their needs. 

At the end of the day everybody is happy – it’s been a good job 

for us, and the client gets a good quality building. It’s a win-

win situation.”

 EPOC Construction is a full-service commercial con-

tractor, working primarily with pre-engineered structures. 

The company is registered as a Class A Contractor in the state 

of Virginia. EPOC is also an authorized Varco-Pruden pre-en-

gineered metal building builder, a leader in the field.

 “We do all types of commercial construction, but focus 

on those projects that lend themselves to pre-engineered 

buildings, or ‘systems construction,’” Bingman says.

VENTURING OUT

 Ken Bingman, was born on the Peninsula and graduated 

with a degree in Civil Engineering from Old Dominion Uni-

versity. 

 “I’ve worked in construction ever since I got out of col-

lege, mostly for general contractors,” Bingman says. In fact, 

he has worked for some of the largest general contractors in 

Hampton Roads – gathering valuable knowledge and experi-

ence in the industry.

 One of Bingman’s goals was always to own his own com-

pany, and in early 2001, it seemed like the right time to ven-

ture out and create a business he could call his own.

 Out of a list of potential names, EPOC was chosen as a 

tribute for wife Teresa’s late father.

 “He had retired and was starting an emergency planning 

business, and took the acronym EPOC as its name,” Bingman 

said. That EPOC stood for “Emergency Planning and Opera-

tions Concepts.” Bingman’s EPOC represents his company’s 

philosophy: “Endless Possibilities Of Construction.”

 The current EPOC started humbly on April 16, 2001.

 “We started out from the dining room of my house,” he 

says. “We had no jobs lined up, and no income on the books.”

 But it didn’t take long for Bingman to start generating in-

terest – and business – for his full-service construction com-

pany. The company had more than $1 million under contract 

within the first two months of business. EPOC finished 2001 

with just over $1 million of completed work. The company 

has continued to grow its volume almost 50 percent each year 

for five years straight.

 Bingman notes, “We just had our sixth anniversary, and 

fortunately, every year from the start has been our best year 

ever.”

 The company moved out of the Bingman’s home to a job-

site trailer, then to a rented office in Oyster Point Park by the 

end of 2001. EPOC now operates out of its own building, still 

in the Oyster Point area.

 “EPOC is still a smaller firm for a general contractor,” 

Bingman says. “We are in no rush to get big, in fact, we like 

the size we’re at now.”

 EPOC only has five employees – augmented with a team 

of trusted subcontractors.



Eastern Shore Chapel

Virginia Beach

Clark Nexsen Architecture
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 “With a small firm, you’re able to es-

tablish the one-on-one relationships with 

the clients. A large firm is going to pass the 

client from the salesman to estimator to 

project manager to the manager’s assistant, 

and so on,” Bingman says. “In a large firm 

who establishes a rapport with the client?”

HOW CLIENTS BENEFIT

 “It’s actually hard to stay small,” says 

Bingman. “When you offer a good product 

at a fair price, growth is inevitable.”

 He contributes much of that success 

to being a smaller firm. It’s the size of the 

business that is one of the biggest benefits 

for EPOC clients.

 “I know first hand everything that 

goes into that job,” Bingman says. “ I build 

that relationship with the client. I am able 

to keep track of projects from start to fin-

ish. If an issue develops, I’ll know about it 

hopefully before it becomes a problem, get 

it worked out, and move on.”

 Another benefit is the team EPOC has 

built to get the job done.

 “EPOC mainly does design/build-ne-

gotiated construction,” Bingman says. 

“This requires a team effort with our design-

ers, sub contractors, the client, and us. We 

have an outstanding list of subcontractors 

we use in the business. We all work together 

to get the job done. 

 “Our goal is to provide a finished prod-

uct that exceeds the client’s expectations.”

 One more benefit is Ken’s twenty plus 

years of experience in using pre-engineered 

structures.

 “The vast majority of work done by 
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“Our goal is to provide a finished 

product that exceeds the client’s 

expectations.”
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EPOC is with pre-engineered structures,” 

Bingman says. “We can do other work – and 

do – but there are many benefits to pre-en-

gineered buildings, especially from an eco-

nomical standpoint.”

SUCCESS STORIES

 Over the years, EPOC has successfully 

helped meet client construction goals. The 

company is now on job number 45.

 The client list varies, from churches to 

office warehouses, and more.

 “One church we worked with was New 

Hope Baptist, a church in Hampton,” says 

Bingman. The job had been designed by an 

architect, and had come in over budget. 

 “Someone recommended us as be-

ing an economical builder that does 

good work,” Bingman says. “We took the 

architect’s plans and modified them and 

brought the church back into budget. The 

square footage remained the same, the look 

of the building was very, very similar, but 

we found areas where we saved money and 

was able to meet the owner’s budget.”

 Crossroads Community Church in 

York County was so happy with EPOC’s 

work, they came back to the company for 

phase two, and EPOC is currently working 

with the church in designing phase three

Bingman notes EPOC also does a lot of work 

with office warehouses.

 BWI, a company in the Copeland In-

dustrial Park in Hampton, started off with 

an addition to their building, but the proj-

ect soon grew. 

 “The addition looked so nice, it made 

the rest of the building appear less attrac-

tive, so they decided to give the exterior a 

facelift,” Bingman says. “That turned out 

so well, BWI then decided to expand and 

update their interior office spaces.  That’s 

the ways projects evolve, sometimes.”

 It’s been the same over and over, for the 

past six years EPOC has been in business. 

Of note: the company does no advertis-

ing, and much of the work has either been 

referred from a former client, or is a former 

customer coming back for additional work.

 “I am 99 percent positive that all our 

clients would use us again,” Bingman says. 

“At the end of the day, our clients are happy 

with the finished product.”

 EPOC is currently in the permit stage 

for a 21,000-square-foot retail strip shop-

ping center in Hampton, a 39,000-square-

foot office/warehouse spec building in York 

County, and an office addition in Newport 

News. That’s in addition to being in the de-

sign phase for two church expansions and a 

private school addition – all on the Penin-

sula.

 “A lot of people want to show huge proj-

ects, and that’s great, but there is something 

to be said about the little guy, too,” says 

Bingman. “Not every project is going to be 

award-winning, but, bottom line, people 

want something that is attractive, afford-

able, and something they can be proud of. 

 “A building has to meet the client’s 

needs and budget – the goal is to blend 

these two together.  That is what we at 

EPOC Construction strive to achieve for our 

clients.  We offer them Endless Possibilities 

Of Construction.”

EPOC Construction, Inc.

736 Middle Ground Blvd.

Newport News, VA 23606

757-873-3762

www.epocconstruction.com


