ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT CRATE TRAINING

(KEEPING YOUR DOG SAFE)
Our training method for controlling untrained puppies or dogs has evolved over the years from confining the dog in a small bathroom, kitchen or laundry room, to the safer and more practical use of a crate. 

Crates are not cruel. In fact, they are a safe haven, comparable to a crib or playpen for an infant or toddler. When crates are used properly, most dogs will find security and comfort in the fact that the crate is their place or “den.” The purpose of a crate is to prevent the dog from getting in harm’s way. It will also prevent any physical destruction to your home and possessions by the dog during the times when you cannot be with him or her. In addition, dogs will try not to soil their sleeping area, so the utilization of a crate will help with the housebreaking process.
When you buy a crate make sure that it will accommodate and be comfortable for your dog as he or she grows to physical maturity. He or she should be able to stand up, turn around, lie down and stretch out comfortably in it.

Line the crate with old or inexpensive towels. They are comfortable, absorbent and can be washed and re-used. Keep them trimmed to prevent ingestion of loose threads. 

Many breeders use newspaper to line their kennel areas. Puppies may have become accustomed to urinating and defecating on them. If used to line their crate now, the puppy may still associate the newspaper with this purpose.

WHERE:

Place the crate in an area that is frequented by the family, such as the living room or kitchen. Dogs are social animals and doing this will help him or her feel part of the clan.

WHEN:

When you are not available to physically be with your puppy, keep him in the crate and out of harm’s way. Don’t reserve the crate exclusively for times when you are away from the home. The dog may begin to associate the crate with you leaving the house. Get him accustomed to being by himself in the crate when you are home as well. The dog will learn that it is okay for him to be by himself and you will help prevent separation anxiety from developing.
Never use a crate for punishment. The crate shouldn’t be represented as a negative experience.

HOW:

Before placing your puppy or dog in the crate, make sure he has relieved himself and has been well exercised. When putting him in the crate, use a consistent phrase such as, “kennel up” or “Inside boy/girl” given in an encouraging tone of voice. Initially, you can entice him with a treat, toy or food.  Once he is in the crate, remove his collar for his safety. 
From this point on, do not speak to him while he is in the crate. This is very important. Talking to him can get him very excited and may heighten any anxiety. If he barks or whines, do not say or do anything. If you respond to the barking, you are teaching him that barking will get your attention. If all of his needs have been met, food, water and bathroom breaks, he will eventually settle down!
Lastly, don’t speak to your puppy while taking him out of the crate. This will only excite him. Wait until you put on his collar and leash and take him outside to relieve himself or herself. At that point, you can tell him what a great dog he’s been!!

KEEP PRACTICING AND YOUR DOG WILL BE CRATE TRAINED IN NO TIME AT ALL!
