
BOROUGH OF DUBOISTOWN 

LYCOMING COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF DUBOISTOWN, LYCOMING COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 55 “ANIMALS”, ARTICLE II, OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF DUBOISTOWN; IDENTIFYING THE 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PERSONS OWNING, KEEPING AND/OR FEEDING CATS; 

PROHIBITING CERTAIN ACTIVITIES CONCERNING CATS; PROVIDING FOR 

THE SEIZURE, REDEMPTION AND DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN CATS; RESTRICTING 

THE NUMBER OF CATS THAT MAY BE KEPT; PROVIDING FOR REGISTRATION 

OF CATS; AND PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Duboistown, Lycoming County, 

Pennsylvania (the “Borough Council”), has previously enacted Ordinances regulating the 

keeping of certain animals, including cats, within the Borough of Duboistown; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds and declares that the population of stray and 

feral cats poses a danger to the health, safety, and welfare of the public within the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the 

citizens of the Borough to amend these existing Ordinances. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the 

Borough Council as follows: 

 

 

Section 1 

 

 Chapter 55, Article II, of the Code of the Borough of Duboistown is amended to read as 

follows: 

 

 

Article II 

CATS 

 

 

55-10.  Definitions. 

 

As used in this article the following terms have the meanings indicated, unless a different 

meaning clearly appears from the context:  

 

“Cat” – A felis libyca domestica, kept as a household pet and/or for rodent control.  



 

“Stray Cat” – A cat which was once kept as a household pet but is now abandoned or lost or that 

was born to a cat that was kept as a pet and was abandoned or lost. 

 

“Feral Cat” – A wild, untamed cat that has had limited exposure to humans and is not 

domesticated or suitable for ownership as a pet.  

 

“Owner” – A person having the right of property or custody of a cat, who keeps or harbors a cat 

or knowingly permits a cat to remain on or about any premises occupied or owned by that 

person, shall be considered a cat owner.   

 

“Keeper” – A person managing a feral cat colony or engaging in a TNR program or any person 

in possession or control of a stray cat or feral cat, other than a veterinarian or the SPCA, a person 

who feeds that animal for at least 3 consecutive days. 

 

“SPCA” – The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

 

“TNR” – A “Trap, Neuter and Release” program designed to vaccinate and sterilize the 

populations of stray and feral cats.   

 

“Vaccination” – The practice of inoculations with a vaccine to afford protection from rabies. 

 

 

55-11.  Responsibilities of Owners. 

 
1) Owners of domesticated cats shall provide appropriate and adequate food, water and shelter 

for their cats;  

 

2) The owner of a cat shall exercise reasonable care to guard against the cat creating a Nuisance. 

 

3) In addition to the provisions of Sections 55-3, 55-6 (and 55-5 to the extent it applies 

to cats), it shall be unlawful for any cat to run free outside the residence of its owner 

unless the cat: 
 

A) Has been neutered or spayed to prevent procreation;  

B) Has been Immunized against rabies in compliance with Pennsylvania law; 

C) Has been tipped to signify it has been neutered/spayed and immunized; and 

D) Wears a breakaway collar containing its immunization tag (or has a microchip 

implanted containing said information).    

 

 

55-12.  Nuisance. 

 

In addition to the provisions of Sections 55-3, 55-5, and 55-6 (to the extent they apply to cats), it 

shall be unlawful for any owner of any cat to have that cat become a nuisance in the Borough.  

Acts of nuisances shall include, but are expressly not restricted to, the following: 

 



(1) Dumping, abandoning or leaving a cat on any public or private property within the 

Borough or on any public or private street, highway, access way or road within the 

Borough; 

 

(2) Noise disturbances; 

 

(3) Viciousness to humans or other domestic animals or small animals;  

 

(4) Digging into flowerbeds, lawns, children’s sandboxes or gardens; 

 

(5) Damaging of shrubbery, trees, lawns or personal property; 

 

(6) Continual defecation or urination on property other than that of the owner; 

 

(7) Urination on homes or business not belonging to the owner; and  

 

(8) Improper disposal of feces by an owner (including letting the feces collect outside).  

 

 

55-13.  Seizure; redemption; costs; disposal. 

 

A. The Borough or the person or agency designated by the Borough shall enforce the 

provisions of this article.  Upon receipt of a complaint that a cat, stray cat, or feral cat is a 

public nuisance, the Borough or its designated person or agency will investigate said 

complaint and, if found to be legitimate, shall authorize seizure of the cat, stray cat, or 

feral cat by the issuance of a humane trap to trap said cat, stray cat, or feral cat alive. 

 

B. Once a cat, stray cat, or feral cat is apprehended by the Borough, or its designated person 

or agent, the cat, stray cat or feral cat shall be transported and delivered to the SPCA or a 

veterinarian’s office contracted with the Borough and held for seventy-two (72) hours.  If 

the cat or stray cat bears any identification of ownership, the Borough shall notify the 

owner that the animal has been apprehended and that it may be claimed at a designated 

location subject to the provisions of this Article.  

 

C. Any cat or stray cat claimed by its owner at the SPCA or the veterinarian’s office during 

the seventy-two (72) hour period shall pay all costs for the care, maintenance and 

boarding of the cat or stray cat at the prevailing rates of either the SPCA or the 

veterinarian’s office.   

 

D. Any cat or stray cat which has been seized pursuant to this article and which has not be 

reclaimed during the seventy two (72) hour period may be disposed of in a humane 

manner or placed for adoption. 

 

E. Any feral cat apprehended shall be disposed of in a humane fashion or shall be neutered, 

vaccinated, its ear clipped, and released back to the area where it was apprehended or into 

a feral cat colony registered and operating within the Borough to prevent a vacuum effect 



of new cats entering the area and to prevent the spread of disease and the progeny of feral 

cats. 

 

 

55-14.  Number of cats restricted; exception. 

 

No more than four (4) cats, stray cats, or feral cats shall be kept, maintained or harbored for more 

than ninety (90) days in any residential housing unit or on its grounds or at any residential 

property. 

 

This provision shall not apply to cats which have been owned prior to the effective date of this 

Article.  

 

 

55-15.  Enforcement. 

 

If the owner of cats in violation of any subsection of Article II or Article I does not comply with 

a notice to abate the violation which constitutes a nuisance or health hazard within the time 

allotted, the Borough shall have the authority to take measures to correct the condition and 

collect the costs of such actions, plus 10% of all costs.  The Borough, in such event and pursuant 

to its statutory police powers, shall have the right and power to enter upon the offending 

premises to take measures to abate the violation, to collect costs of the abatement, and any other 

enforcement provision in this Article or Article I.   

 

 

55-16.  Registration. 

 

A. In order for the Borough to distinguish between cats and stray cats or feral cats, the 

Borough requires that all cats owned by residents of the Borough be registered.  The 

registration will be kept on file by the Borough secretary.   

 

B. Any cat six months or older must be registered and have the appropriate vaccinations.  

Any stray cat or feral cat maintained or fed by a Borough resident for more than three (3) 

days must be registered and have the appropriate vaccinations (see provisions of § 55-17) 

 

C. A registration will not be issued without proof of a rabies vaccine.  

 

D. A tag indicating the cat has been vaccinated must be worn on a collar at all times. 

 

 

55-17.  Stray/Feral Cats. 

 

There is a stray and feral cat population problem in the Borough of Duboistown.  Accordingly, it 

shall be unlawful to knowingly feed or shelter stray cats and/or feral cats within the Borough, 

except for purposes of baiting and catching said stray or feral cats to be taken to a veterinarian or 

the SPCA.   



 

It shall also be unlawful to abandon, dump or leave unwanted cats on any public or private 

property or highway within the Borough.   

 

If a Borough resident feeds a stray or feral cat for more than one day but less than three (3) days, 

that person becomes the keeper of the stray or feral cat, and may be required to cooperate with 

any humane program sponsored by the Borough or operating under the Borough’s permission, 

that traps stray and feral cats for the purposes of vaccinating and sterilizing them, tipping the cats 

left ear, and then releasing them back into the vicinity in which it was trapped. 

 

If a Borough resident feeds a stray or feral cat regularly, for more than three (3) days, that person 

will be deemed the stray or feral cat’s owner, and after the third day will be responsible for it 

complying with all other laws of the chapter, including vaccinations, collar, and license fees and 

all other resultant responsibilities of ownership. 

 

 

55-18.  Feral Cat Colonies/TNR programs. 

 

Any keeper of feral cats wishing to establish a colony of feral cats or to assist the SPCA or other 

group with a TNR program must obtain a permit from the Borough.  The fee for such permit will 

be established by Borough council by resolution from time to time, with the most recent 

resolution being available at the Borough office.  

 

In order to obtain a permit, a Borough representative must inspect the property to ensure it is not 

a nuisance and can be operated in a manner fitting with the Borough ordinances. The keeper 

must be able to provide food, shelter, and water for the feral cat colony desired.  The keeper must 

also agree to engage in a TNR program to decrease the feral cat population gradually, and track 

the cats to the best of the keeper’s ability. There is a review bi-annually to track the number of 

cats in the colony and that the cats are not becoming a nuisance.  A permit may not be issued 

where a colony has grown in size or where a nuisance is present.   

Colonies must be established in cooperation with the local animal control and health agencies, 

wildlife organizations, humane groups and veterinarians. They may not be established in areas 

where at-risk wildlife populations could be threatened or where they may pose a nuisance or 

disease risk to the public. The operation of the colony must comply with all State and local laws, 

rules and ordinances and receive landowner permission. 

Any keeper not wishing to establish a colony may still engage in a TNR program with help from 

the SPCA or local vet or other agency without becoming the owner of the cats.  A keeper must 

allow kittens and stray cats that are tame enough to be adopted to be sterilized and placed into 

homes by the SPCA, veterinarian, or other agency.  Adult feral cats or cats that are not adoptable 

should be returned the area where they were captured or to a feral cat colony to live out their 

lives under the supervision of the colony caretakers and other community volunteers. Cats will 

need to be re-trapped periodically to update their vaccinations and receive medical care. 



It shall be unlawful to be a keeper longer than three days without being part of a feral cat colony 

or TNR program.  Any keeper who is not part of feral cat colony or engaging in a TNR program 

that feeds a stray or feral cat(s) for more than three (3) days shall be deemed an owner of those 

stray or feral cat(s).  

 

55-19.  Violations and penalties. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, feed, or harbor any cat, stray cat, or feral cat 

which has been found to violate the provisions of this Article.  Any person found to have 

violated the provisions of this Article shall, upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine 

of not less than $50 nor more than $500, together with costs of prosecution and/or imprisonment 

for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days.   

 

 

Section 2 

 

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately. 

 

 

DULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED this ________ day of August, 2013, by Borough 

Council of the Borough of Duboistown, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, in lawful session duly 

assembled. 

 

ATTEST:     BOROUGH OF DUBOISTOWN 

 

 

 

By:_____________________________   By:__________________________________      

Robin Rundio, Borough Secretary     Michael Caschera, Council President  

       

 

APPROVED by me this______ day of ________________, 2013. 

 

 

 

By: _______________________________ 

        Louis Plankenhorn, Mayor 

 

 


