
 
 
MAGGOT CONTROL 
 

Maggots are a common and natural occurrence with organic collection programs.  Maggots occur 
when flies are able to lay their eggs in the compost matter. The best way to prevent maggots, is 
reduce the ability of flies to enter the bins. While there is no guarantee that maggots can be totally 
eliminated, there are preventative measures you can use to reduce the likelihood of their 
appearance:  

 
TO AVOID MAGGOTS IN YOUR BROWN BIN-  
 

Wrap meat scraps and bones in a sheet of newspaper before putting in bin. Flies are highly 
attracted to the odor of rotting protein. 

Putting weather stripping along top of bin where the lid rests. 

Putting a layer of yard waste on top of your food scraps. 

Clean your cart regularly using a solution of borax and water or vinegar and water. Please 
ensure no cleaning solution is left in the cart for collection. 

Line the bottom of your cart with paper products such as crumpled newspaper and large paper 
bags to absorb liquid and prevent material from sticking to the bottom. 

Line the outer rim of the cart with salt or vinegar to prevent flies from entering the container. 

Odors can be eliminated by sprinkling your cart with vinegar or baking soda. 
 

IF YOU DISCOVER MAGGOTS IN YOUR BROWN BIN; 

 Diatomaceous Earth is an economical natural fossil product that kills maggots. 
o This can be purchased at your local garden supply shop or big box hardware store. 

 Cover the maggots with lime salt or vinegar. 
 

FRUIT FLY CONTROL 
 

Fruit flies are the most common flying insects found in and 
around compost bins. These insects are not dangerous or harmful; 
however, their presence can be a nuisance, especially indoors.  
 

TO AVOID FRUIT FLIES IN YOUR KITCHEN COMPOST BIN 
 During the warmer months, put your food scraps in the refrigerator or freezer.  This will prevent 

fruit flies, odors and mold. Just don’t forget to label it. 
 Wrap food scraps in newspaper or put in paper bag before putting inside the kitchen bin. 
 Bury your food scraps in your outdoor bin or pile under a layer of leaves, grass clippings or even 

some newspaper. 
 Frequently empty your kitchen compost bin into the brown 65 gallon compost cart. 
 A simple humane way to trap them is to place a banana peel inside a clear plastic container and 

make 3 or 4 holes in the cover with a toothpick.  Make sure the holes are big enough for the fruit 
fly to crawl through. Within 24 hours, about 99% of the fruit flies will be inside the container. 
Take the container outside and release them. After 3 or 4 days the fruit flies should be gone. 


