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Goat Herd Health Recommendations 
 

 

Kids 
 
At Birth 

� Dip Navel in 7% iodine (don’t spray) 

� Bo-Se - 3/4 ml        

� Vit A&D - 1/3 ml   
� Tetanus antitoxin   300-500 IU 
� Make sure kid gets adequate colostrum intake.  (1 ounce per lb of body weight fed 

three times in the first 18 hours of life.)   
Kids left on dams should be nursing vigorously by 2 hours. 

 

One to Two Weeks of Age 
 
 
Disbudding/dehorning 

• Should be done when kids are small.  Horns should be about the size of chocolate chips 
(below the hair). 

• Bigger kids may need to be done as  early as 4-5 days old, smaller kids may take a little 
longer. 

• Older animals may still be done, but the procedure gets more difficult and the 
healing time gets much longer as they get older. 

 
Castration 

• Market kids may be castrated by elastrator bands at less than one month old. 

• Kids intended to be pets or working goats should be castrated later, usually 3-5 months 
of age.  This should be done surgically, under anesthesia. 

 
Six, Ten, & Fourteen Weeks of Age 

• CDT  
 
Optional-     

• Bo-Se, depending on other supplements. 

• Respiratory (BRSV-Triangle 4), needs 2 doses, 2nd dose no later than 2 weeks prior to 
show.      

• Clostridium Antitoxin- used in herds where enterotoxemia is a problem. 
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Does 

• CDT annually, preferably 4 weeks prior to kidding. 

• Bo-Se  usually given prior to breeding &/or kidding. 

• May use Caseous Lymphadenitis vaccine with CDT if abscesses are a problem. 

 
 

Bucks 

• CDT annually.  

• Bo-Se  usually given in July, October, and January. 

 
 

Wethers 

• CDT annually.  

 

 

Deworming        Varies with herd. 

 
It is important to know which parasites are problems in any herd.  Fecal examinations should 
be done on a regular basis.  Resistance to dewormers can become a problem, so the herd 
owner must work with the parasite life cycle for the best efficacy.  Dewormers are only part of 
parasite control; management is also very important.   
 
Parasites are most active in warm, wet weather, and animals are most susceptible when young 
or stressed, such as kidding time.  Thus, it is best to deworm with increased frequency in the 
spring, when animals are in concentrated areas, and when animals are young or stressed.  
Goats (and other small ruminants) do not become immune to parasites other than coccidia.  
Coccidiosis is more of a problem in kids, as older goats become immune, but do still shed eggs.  
Young goats should be on a coccidiosis control program.  Routine dewormers are not effective 
against coccidia.  

 
 


