
US Route 66 was officially opened in November of 1926 and 

was also known as the Will Rogers Highway or the Mother 

Road. The highway covered a total of 2,448 miles and ran 

from Chicago, Illinois through Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, 

Texas, New Mexico and Arizona before ending at Santa 

Monica, California. During the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s the 

road served as a hope to a better future and supported the 

communities which it passed through.  The businesses in the 

small towns  Route 66 passed through prospered and those 

same towns fought to keep their highway alive at the threat of being bypassed by 

the new Interstate Highway System. In 1936 the Chicago to St. Louis portion of Route 

66 was the heaviest traveled long distance highway in the state. As a result the road 

was re-routed to bypass larger more congested communities such as Springfield and 

Joliet. By 1940 a maximum speed limit is set at 70mph. It is also at this time that rest 

areas are recognized as a necessary part of highway planning.  

The 1956 Highway Act began the construction of the interstate highway system which 

ultimately replaced Route 66 as the main transportation route west. Many  sections of 

Route 66 became I-55 by the end of 1956. By 1977 the Mother Road was obsolete 

in Illinois as much of it had been replaced by                 

Interstate 55. The last Route 66 sign was removed 

on January 17, 1977 and the entire road was              

decommissioned on June 27, 1985.  Illinois was the 

first state to hard surface the highway and the 

first to replace it with interstate. It was where 

Route 66 began and finally where it was officially 

ended. 

“Get Your Kicks On Route 66” 

Cardinals vs. Cubs 

Vote for your favorite team by visiting Springfield and stopping by 

the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library from March 24 

to December 31, 2017. There you will find an interactive exhibit on 

one of baseball’s biggest rivalry. You will learn about each team’s 

history and view original relics from the players, managers,                    

broadcasters and the owners who built each franchise. 

While you’re there take the time to thoroughly check out the museum. This is truly a first 

class interactive museum. I have personally been there 4 times and will be going back 

for the Cardinals vs. the Cubs exhibit. 
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Ingredients:                                                                                                                           

2 (9inch) unbaked pie crusts                                                                                              

11/4 cups sugar or less                                            Recipe courtesy of                                                     

1/3 cups all-purpose flour                                         Allrecipes.com                                                  

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon or to taste                                                                                     

4 cups fresh strawberries                                                                                                   

2 tablespoons butter                                                                                           

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Place one crust in a nine inch pie pan. 

2. Mix together sugar, flour and cinnamon. Mix lightly with the berries. Pour filling into pastry 

lined pan and dot fruit with butter. Cover with top crust, and cut slits in top. Seal and flute the 

edges. 

3. Bake for 35 to 45 minutes or until crust is slightly browned.                                                                 

Recipe can be used with any fresh berries of your choice. 

In May of 1926 Ford Motor Company became one of the first American companies to institute the 40 hour work week 

for it factories. That policy carried over to its office employees that August.  Henry Ford was always controversial in his 

employment policies when he raised the minimum wage to $5.00 dollars a day for his factory workers from the previous 

$2.34 dollars for a 9 hour day.  This was very unsettling to the rest of the auto industry but turned out to be a great 

move on Ford’s behalf as it increased his productivity immediately not to mention a since of pride and loyalty amongst 

the Ford workers.  Henry Ford said on the 5 day work week that “It is high time we rid ourselves of the notion that lei-

sure for workmen is either “lost time” or a class privilege.”  Edsel Ford, Henry’s son and company president at the time 

said “every man needs more than one day a week for rest and recreation. The Ford Company always has sought to 

promote an ideal home life for its employees. We believe that in order to live properly every man should have more 

time to spend with his family.” Manufacturers all over the country and the world soon followed Ford's lead and the Mon-

day through Friday work week soon became common practice. 

Old Fashioned Strawberry Pie 

Beginning Of The 40 Hour Work Week 

Anniversary Drawings 

As we prepared for the 50th anniversary of our business, we spread through the newsletters that we were going to 

have monthly drawings for our customers and a final drawing on April 1,  the anniversary date, for a $500 certificate. 

The drawings were held monthly as advertised and following is a list of names and their winning draw. They have all 

been notified monthly so I am not including last names. 

December 1st, names drawn of those who won $50 certificates, 2 per month, include Mark M. and Joann P. and Mike 

G., Lube, Oil and Filter. 

January 1, names drawn were Leonard W. and Chuck S. for the $50 certificates and Mike S. for the Lube, Oil and Fil-

ter. 

February1, names drawn were Robert M. and John S. for the $50 certificates and Mark S. for the Lube, Oil and Filter. 

March 1,  names drawn were Bill V. and Terry W., for $50 certificates and Kelly C., for the Lube, Oil and Filter. 

April 1 drawing was the final drawing for the $500 certificate and Gene had the honors of the draw. Our winner was 

Lucille Stevenson. Lucille was elated and it was fun to hear her excitement over the phone. 

Thanks to all who took the time to fill out and enter their names in the little drum. The certificates are good for one year 

from the date drawn and are not transferable. We had many entries so we emptied them into a large box to really mix 

them up before the drawing. We enjoyed the opportunity to share our excitement achieving 50 years and Gene and I 

hope our sons carry on for as long as they choose. 



How many countless hours have you spent behind the wheel trying to get your little one to 

sleep. Many parents including myself have gathered their little bundle of joy (although 

screaming) into the car seat and their coffee and settle in for a drive to get them into slumber 

land. When you succeed and head for home the next challenge is to get them back into their 

crib without waking them. Hopefully you have accomplished that mission.                                                                                                            

Well Ford has had another light bulb moment. It’s known as Max Motor Dream. It’s a crib that 

combines lights, sounds and movements to mimic a car ride. It’ won’t be just any car ride with 

an app down loaded to the cell phone the parents will record their journey to include the motion, sound and lighting of 

their own car trip. Your little one will experience the engine noise and feeling the actual braking of your vehicle. Don’t 

get excited to rush out and buy one. It’s in a one of a kind testing phase, but with all the inquiries, the company is              

considering putting it into mass production. 

With the summer driving season fast approaching now is the time to take a look at a few key 

items in your car. One of the first things is your cooling system. During the summer months the 

cooling system works more intensely to prevent overheating. You will need to make sure you 

have the proper amount and type of coolant recommended. Next step is to check all your 

belts and hoses for signs of wear or cracking.                                                                            

Now lets move to the tires. Having properly inflated tires not only helps save fuel, but helps 

maintain the best possible contact with the road. Refer to the owners manual  or tag on          

drivers door for the proper inflation of your tires.                                                                               

Car batteries hardly signal failure well ahead of time. Check the age of your battery, the 

excessive heat can take its toll on your batteries as well as the harsh winter cold. No one 

wants to be stranded along the road side, carry an emergency tool kit, cell phone, and first 

aid kit for emergencies.  If your planning a trip long or short, call and we will be happy to 

make an appointment for you. With every oil change, an express inspection or trip inspection 

Max Motor Dreams 

Helping Prevent Summer Time Breakdowns 

Brake Noise 

Brakes are a normal wear item on any vehicle which means they will eventually need to be replaced.  Your driving hab-

its, type of vehicle and the quality of the brake pads will play a factor in just how long a life expectancy they will have 

allowing  letting your brakes go too long before being inspected if you think there maybe a problem is not recommend-

ed. This can lead to expensive rotor or drum replacement. Here are a few warning signs to pay close attention to: 

 Noise: screeching, grinding or clicking noises when applying the brakes. 

 Pulling: vehicle pulls to one side while braking. 

 Low pedal: brake pedal nearly touches the floor when engaging. 

 Hard pedal: must apply extreme pressure to the pedal before brakes engage. 

 Grabbing: brakes grab at the slightest tough to the pedal. 

 Vibration: brake pedal vibrates or pulses, even under normal braking conditions. 

 Light: brake light is illuminated on your vehicle’s dashboard. 

Make it a point to have your brakes inspected annually, sooner if you have any of the above mentioned problems. 

“When the 

power of 

love                  

overcomes 

the love of 

power, the 

world will 

know 

peace.”                

Jimi Hendrix 

We are keeping a list of prospective buyers  as well as our RV customers who have expressed an                                          

interest in selling their RV. Check with us for further information. 



Family Road Trip Must Haves 
 

Cell phone. We are not suggesting you text or talk while driving but if  

you have a problem it’s a must have.                                                                         

Detailed Map or GPS. GPS also comes in handy for lodging and                       

restaurant information as well as fuel locations.                                                                                                                

Entertainment for the kids. Got to keep them occupied.                              

Munchies. Means less detours and don’t forget the trash bags.                             

Travel sized goods. First aid kits, baby wipes, sun screen, bug spray, etc.   

Change of clothing. Never know what can happen.                                                

Legal documents. Carry drivers license and IDS for every driver and          

passenger, plus vehicle registration and current insurance card. License             

tag current ?                                                                                                                       

Prescription medications. Make sure to pack these along with the number 

to your pharmacy and doctors office in case you would happen to                      

lose them. 

405 W. Bethalto Dr. 

Bethalto, IL. 62010 

Phone: 618-377-6821 

Fax: 618-377-6824 

todd@helmkampauto.co 

mike@helmkampauto.com 
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W H E R E  C U S T O M E R  C A R E  C O M E S  F I R S T !  


