
 

 

 

September 22-23, 2018 

Trip Leader: TBD 
What’s Included 

 All Meals & Snacks 

 All Dive Fees 

 Overnight 

accommodations 

aboard the dive boat 

 Up to 7 dives 

depending on the 

weather 

 

Important Dates 

  August 1st Deposit Due - 
$250 

 August 20th Balance Due 
-  
 

 

Other Information 

 10 Travelers 

 Call SV at 1pm on 

September 21st to 

make sure trip is a go! 

 Meet in Freeport at 

the dock no later than 

8PM on 

 Nitrox Available $65 

for the weekend 

 Soft drinks and beer 

are not included  

 

Price 

 

DIVER 

 

 

$ 603.00 

 

DIVER 

CASH/CHECK 
$585.00 

 

  

 This trip is special and made for anyone’s diving taste . . .  Mention the 

Flower Gardens to most people and their first thoughts are of hot houses and 

neatly trimmed marigold beds. This is not surprising when you consider where 

these entrancing coral reefs got their name. Turn of the century snapper 

fishermen could actually see the "gardens" of corals and sponges 50 to 100 feet 

below the surface. They occasionally snagged brightly colored bits of these 

animals on their lines as they fished. They likened them to the more familiar 

common flowers, hence the name, Flower Gardens! 

The Flower Gardens are actually the northernmost coral reefs in the 

United States. Located about 110 miles directly south of the Texas/Louisiana 

border, they are perched atop two salt domes rising above the sea floor.  

Eventually, internal pressures became great enough to push isolated 

pockets of salt up through the sediments, forcing the seafloor to bulge upward in 

distinct domes.  

The nearest tropical coral reefs to the Flower Gardens are 400 miles away 

off Tampico, Mexico. Scientists believe that corals at the Flower Gardens probably 

originated from Mexican reefs when currents in the western Gulf of Mexico 

carried the young corals (planulae), other animal larvae, and plant spores 

northward. A few of these planulae were lucky enough to settle on the hard 

substrate of the Flower Garden Banks. 

Amazingly, this location in the northwestern Gulf provided all the comforts 

of home for hard corals: a hard surface for attachment, clear sunlit water, warm 

water temperatures, and a steady food supply. The corals now form the basis for 

a complex, yet balanced ecosystem, providing a regional oasis for shallow-water 

Caribbean reef species. 

It was this wonderful biological diversity and breathtaking beauty that 

prompted researchers and recreational divers to seek protection for the Flower 

Gardens. In the 1970's they launched what would become a 20 year effort, 

culminating in 1992, to designate the Flower Garden Banks National Marine 

Sanctuary. 

In October, 1996, Congress expanded the Sanctuary by adding a small 

third bank. Stetson Bank is also a salt dome, located about 70 miles south of 

Galveston, Texas. Because of its location, average temperatures during the 

winter are several degrees cooler than at the Flower Gardens. Consequently, the 

corals do not thrive and build into reefs. Instead, this bank supports a 

coral/sponge habitat and rich assemblages of associated animals and plants 

where the siltstone bedrock can still be seen in many places. 

SCUBA VENTURES:  (318) 222-DIVE 


