
YEARS TOWARD OUR MISSION

To end family violence by advocating for the safety and 
self-determination of victims, promoting accountability for 

abusers and fostering a community-wide response to abuse.
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$200,000+
Office of the Governor –  
	 Victims of Crime Act Grant*
Texas Access to  
	 Justice Foundation*
Texas Department of  
	 Criminal Justice/Community  
	 Justice Assistance Division*
Texas Health & Human  
	 Services Commission*

$100,000+
Dan L. Duncan Foundation 
Houston Endowment, Inc. 
Lone Star Legal Aid
United Way of  
	 Greater Houston 

$50,000+
Global Fabrication Services,  
	 Inc./Ashley & Karl Oswald

$25,000+
National Council of  
	 Jewish Women –  
	 Greater Houston Section 
Office of the Attorney  
	 General – Other Victim  
	 Assistance Grant
The Simmons Foundation 
Sheridan & John Eddie  
	 Williams, Jr.

$10,000+
Albert & Ethel Herzstein  
	 Charitable Foundation 
Avista Capital Partners 
Marie Bosarge
Karen & Buster Freedman
Harris County Community  
	 Services & Corrections  
	 Department 
The John M. O’Quinn  
	 Foundation 
Georgiana & Robert Ladd
Moody Memorial First  
	 United Methodist Church  
	 Permanent Endowment Fund
Night Court 
Provost Umphrey Law  
	 Firm, L.L.P.
Sylvia & Mark Russell

$5,000+
Bank of Texas
Susie & Joe Dilg
Barbara & Rael Elk
Joey & Ron Fisher
Cherie & Jim Flores
Brooke Bentley Gunst  
	 & Jeff Gunst
H-E-B
Mickie & Ronald Huebsch
Lynn Kamin & Marcel  
	 Gremillion
Hannah & Cal McNair
Memorial Hermann  
	 Health System
Radoff Family
Jeri & Marc Shapiro
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Ede & Bruce Weiner

$1,000+
Sofia Adrogué, P.C.
Christina & Matt Altenau
Sheila Aron/The Thread  
	 Alliance 
Scott J. Atlas Fund 
Kristy & Chris Bradshaw
Brasher Motor Company 
Bohreer & Zucker LLP 
Deborah Buks
Dorene & Don Cohen
Ellen & Paige M. Cokinos
Valerie & Tracy Dieterich
Vada & Stephen Earnest
Michol & Mike Ecklund
Patrice Ferguson &  
	 John Camp
Rhonda & Paul Gerson
Tim Goedeker
Halliburton Giving Choices 
Honeywell International 
Charity Matching
Kimberly & Daniel  
	 Horowitz 
Houston Texans
Caroline Baker Hurley  
	 & Bruce Hurley
Jenkins & Kamin LLP 
Joan Pillow Bridal Salon
Dr. Essa Kawaja
Sherri Kendall
Christine Kirchner
Glenda & Dan Kirshbaum

Sheila & Norman  
	 Loewenstern
Memorial Drive  
	 Presbyterian Church 
Stephanie Milam
Brigitte & Harold Minkowitz
Lisa Modica
National Association  
	 of VOCA Assistance  
	 Administrators 
Network for Good 
Mary Alice & Michael Parmet
Mary & Ben Patton
Regina Rogers
Debra & Joel Ruby
Maidie Ryan
Debra & Kyle Sears
Sidney Short
Debbie & David Simon
Aimee & Wynne Snoots
Rachel & Sebastien Solar
Ruby Sondock
Lois & George Stark
State Bar of Texas  
	 Litigation Section 
Steinfeld-Winthrop  
	 Family Fund
Strike, LLC 
Angela Sturm, MD
Diana Sun
Claire Cormier Thielke  
	 & Rick Thielke
Janice & Mauro Togneri
Michelle & Tom Tran
West Houston  
	 Quilter’s Guild 
Margaret Alkek Williams/ 
	 Randa & Charles Williams
Paula & Steve Winter
Lisa & Dennis Woods

$500+
The Benevity Community  
	 Impact Fund 
Cristina Boccalandro
Ronald D. Borg
Bud Light/Silver  
	 Eagle Distributors
Anne & Albert Chao
Yvonne & Rufus Cormier 
Cristo Rey Jesuit  
	 College Preparatory 
Tomisu Friedkin Dawley
Marie & Richard Earthman 

Dr. David Francis 
Sandy & Lee Godfrey 
Armando Guevara
Nishi Gupta
Zahava Haenosh
Nina & Edd Hendee
Ashley & Kody Kleber
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Kridel 
Thang Le
Bonnie & Larry Likover
Mark Monroe
Deedee & David Ostfeld
Becca and Chandler  
	 Quisenberry
Doris M. Sisson 
State Parking Services/ 
	 iPark Services 
Nancy & Norman Stevens
Linda & Fred Thompson 
Janae & Kenny Tsai 
Karen & Trevor Turbidy 
Stephanie & Paul van  
	 Walleghem
Haley & Barett Webster

$250+
The Allstate Foundation 
Yumi & Mark Bagge
Debbie Barrash
Beverly Barrett
Karen Beyea-Schroeder
Christian Chamberlain 
Leah & Bill Coorsh
Cynthia Coselli 
Annie & Cambell Eifler
Kelli Cohen Fein 
Brian Gaubert
Karen & Randy Gleason 
Kimberly & Thompson  
	 Green 
Ann & Richard Gunst 
HCA Caring for the  
	 Community 
Terry Hausner
Kathleen Jennings
Janet & Teddy Jones
Kendra Scott Design, Inc. 
Leorah & Jack Levin
Jodi & Eugene Lou 
Karen Love
Montgomery County  
	 United Way 
Toby Myers

Karen Nicolaou 
Allison Poarch
Kathryn & Richard Rabinow
Suzann Cooley Richardson
Molly & John Rose
Sandy & Leonard Rosenberg
Lila Sharifian
Kay Shiels
Virginia & Dan Steppe
Kate & Will Stukenberg
Heather Sturlese
Susan Thompson 
Truist 
United Way of Greater  
	 Philadelphia & Southern  
	 New Jersey 
Jane Waters
Dror Zadok 
Daniel Zimmerman 
*Multi-year donor

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Abuso Catering Co. 
Marie Bosarge 
Cerón Salon 
Elizabeth Anthony 
Evamor 
Façade Inc. 
Global Fabrication Services,  
	 Inc./Ashley & Karl Oswald 
Hanh Gallery 
Holley’s Seafood Restaurant  
	 & Oyster Bar 
Hotel Granduca 
Houston Ballet 
Houston Oasis 
Houston Texans Foundation 
Metropolitan Dermatology  
	 Institute 
Monique Lhuillier 
More Than You Can Imagine 
Music With Friends
Oscar de la Renta 
The Plaza Hotel 
Saks Fifth Avenue/Sisley 
Society for the Advancement  
	 of Floral Design 
Sysco 
Susan and Joe Tolbert 
Tony’s Restaurant –  
	 Tony & Donna Vallone 
Underbelly 
Ward

Thank you to our donors, as your  
generous contributions directly support  
our mission to end family violence.

AVDA
1001 Texas Avenue, Suite 600 • Houston, TX 77002 
713.224.9911 • avda-tx.org

Revenue
Grants	 $	  1,996,484 
Client Fees		   382,345 
Donations		   175,494 
Gala/Special Events		   335,964 
Dividend/Interest Income		   8,531 
Other Income		   7,030 
TOTAL REVENUE	 $	  2,905,847 

Expenses
Family Violence Program	 $	  392,397 
Legal Advocacy Program		   1,104,897 
Battering Intervention & Prevention Program		   455,632 
Counseling & Outreach Program		   204,079 
TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES		   2,157,005 
Fundraising		   205,603 
Management & General		   108,281 
TOTAL SUPPORT SERVICE EXPENSES		   313,884 
TOTAL EXPENSES		   2,470,890 
TOTAL CHANGES IN NET ASSETS	  $	 434,957 

2015 Home Safe Home Raised $276,811 (Net)
AVDA enthusiastically celebrated its milestone 35th anniversary with the 10th annual Home Safe Home gala 
on October 14th, 2015 at The Astorian. Previous galas were hosted in homes of Houston’s top philanthropists, 
but moved in 2015 to a premier event venue to accommodate a larger crowd and growing support for AVDA. 
Houston’s legendary attorney and philanthropist John Eddie Williams, Jr. was the second recipient of 
AVDA’s Joseph D. Jamail Award for Justice for his exceptional community service work and advocacy for 
those who cannot afford legal representation in Houston. The Deedee Ostfeld Heart of AVDA Award was 
presented to Rhonda Gerson for her dedication to the organization. AVDA is grateful to Cal and Hannah 
McNair who served as Honorary Chairs, joining Event Co-chairs Brooke Bentley Gunst, Mary Patton and 
Claire Cormier Thielke. 
AVDA Board Member Karl Oswald and his wife Ashley exhibited unparalleled support for the event as 
Presenting Sponsors and long-time AVDA supporter Marie Bosarge generously donated a luxurious stay at 
her Mountain Song estate in Aspen for the second year in a row. Auction Chair Joan Pillow secured incred-
ible items that delighted silent auction bidders. Gala Committee members Barbara Elk, Karen Freedman, 
Leisa Holland-Nelson, Lynn Kamin, Dionne Miller, Joan Pillow and Angela Sturm worked diligently to 
make this event a night to remember. 

2015 CHEFS
Mark Cox  
Mark’s 
Neal Cox  
Olivette
David Denis 
Le Mistral

Kaz Edwards 
Uchi 
Elliott Kelly 
RDG+Bar Annie
Brandon Lampert 
Corner Table

Kevin Morris 
Abuso Catering 
Monica Pope 
Sparrow 
John Sheely 
Mockingbird Bistro 

Erin Smith 
Main Kitchen 
Danny Trace 
Brennan’s 
Kiran Verma  
Kiran’s

Top image, left to right: Claire Cormier Thielke,  
Mary Patton, Brooke Bentley Gunst; 
Bottom image, left to right: Sheridan Williams,  
Joseph D. Jamail, John Eddie Williams, Jr., Lynn Kamin Design: Savage Brands, Houston, TX

In 2015, 90 cents  
on every dollar raised 
went toward programs 
and services.

$.90

Assets
Cash	  $	 756,333 
Investments		   715,118 
Grants Receivables		   1,457,111 
Prepaid Expenses 		   28,826 
TOTAL ASSETS	  $	 2,957,387 

Liabilities
Accounts Payable	  $	 8,519 
Payroll Liabilities	  	 1,963 
Deferred Revenue		   157,000 
TOTAL LIABILITIES	  $	 167,481 

Equity
Fund Balance	 $	  2,354,949 
Net Income		   434,957 
TOTAL EQUITY		   2,789,906 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY	 $	  2,957,387 

2015 financial information contained in this report has not yet been fully audited and 
approved by the Board as of date of printing. Audit and Board approval anticipated  
by May 2016.



AVDA attorneys and paralegals provide  
free legal representation and support for  
survivors of abuse for protective orders, 
divorce, child custody and child support  
cases within Harris County. Protective orders 
have no income requirements, while divorce 
and child custody/support cases are accepted 
for survivors with low to moderate income. 
Cases with exceptional merit (such as high 
lethality) may also be accepted, regardless  
of income. AVDA provides safety planning, 
referral, and emergency funding for rent, utili-
ties, food, transportation and clothing. AVDA 
also has training and education funds to pro-
mote self-sufficiency.

Approximately one in three teenagers 
between the ages of 12 and 21 will experience 
violence in dating relationships. AVDA works 
with at-risk youth across the Greater Houston 
area to provide prevention and intervention  
to break the cycle of violence in their lives.  
In addition to extensive programming within 
the juvenile justice system, AVDA provides 
adult and youth presentations, workshops and 
programs across the community to heighten 
awareness about domestic violence. Topics 
include domestic abuse prevention, healthy 
relationships, dating violence, workplace  
violence, health care responses to abuse,  
veterans domestic abuse risks and more.

Dedicated to Ending Family Violence

2016

“�If it wasn’t for AVDA, I wouldn’t have 
my daughter. It was a relief to know 
that I wasn’t alone.”	 – AVDA LEGAL CLIENT

“�I can now provide a safe, happy and 
healthy upbringing for my daughters.  
I would be lost without AVDA. I finally 
feel that we are free.”	 – AVDA LEGAL CLIENT

“AVDA instructors introduce youth  
to a positive thinking process which  
is compatible to achieving healthy rela-
tionships. The helpful strategies and 
resources invite youth to focus on 
respect, trust, and supportive growth in 
relationships.”	 – DEBORAH MCFALL,  

	 HARRIS COUNTY JUVENILE PROBATION DEPT.

“�This program changes lives.  
My son and I have started to bond 
more and my relationship with my  
wife has improved tremendously. 
Thank you, AVDA!”	 – 2015 BIPP GRADUATE

2002
AVDA’s BIPP is highlighted as one of four model  

BIPP programs nationwide in Dr. Ed Gondolf ’s Centers for 
Disease Control study on effective abuser intervention. 

2006
AVDA launches 
its Protective  
Order Project.

2008
AVDA institutes the Deedee 
Ostfeld Award for Advocacy,  
in honor of AVDA’s first Board 
President and co-founder. 

2009
AVDA assembles coalition to 
successfully bring about legislation 
establishing Harris County’s first 
Domestic Violence Court.

AVDA becomes an affiliate 
agency of the United Way.

2009
AVDA’s BIPP 

program becomes 
the first in Texas  

to receive full 
Accreditation Status.

1990
AVDA serves on Houston 

Police Department Task 
Force which creates Family 

Violence Units of HPD. 

2012
AVDA honors the Texas 
State Supreme Court at 
Home Safe Home, held 
at Chateau Carnarvon.

2011
AVDA lights up City Hall  
for Purple Night Lights  
for Domestic Violence  
Awareness Month. 

2005
AVDA presents its first Home 
Safe Home gala in celebration 

of its 25th anniversary.

2007
AVDA establishes its Teen 

Abuse Prevention Program.

AVDA successfully petitions for 
legislation to set Accreditation 

standards for all BIPPs.

2014
The Counseling and Outreach  
Program is established through  
support of the Dan L. Duncan  

Family Foundation.
Houston Endowment awards funding  

to expand AVDA’s legal services  
to include “the working poor”.

2014
AVDA awarded Savage GOOD  
grant for rebranding project.
Joseph D. Jamail Endowment is created 
to endow an attorney to protect women 
who cannot afford legal representation, 
and the Joseph D. Jamail Award for 
Justice is presented to Mr. Jamail.

Legal Advocacy

AVDA provides psycho-educational counsel-
ing for individuals who have been abusive in 
their relationships in the Greater Houston 
area (from Harris, Galveston, Montgomery, 
Fort Bend and Brazoria counties) through  
its nationally acclaimed BIPP. AVDA’s BIPP  
is the first in Texas to be fully accredited,  
and its 18-week program has low-cost group 
sessions with a strong emphasis on the impact 
of abuse on children. AVDA’s BIPP was high-
lighted by the Centers for Disease Control  
as one of four model BIPPs across the nation, 
and found that at 30 months after program 
completion, 80 percent had not committed 
assault in the previous 18 months.

BIPP (Battering Intervention  
& Prevention Program)

Youth & Outreach
We are pleased to share the 2015 Annual Report with our friends and 
partners. This was an extraordinary year because we marked an important 
milestone – our 35th anniversary serving Houston with transformative 
services for individuals and families experiencing the trauma of abuse.  
We thank you for your interest and investment in our programs. 

Because of your collective generosity, AVDA staff continued to work  
fervently to achieve the accomplishments highlighted in this report. 
Notable achievements in 2015 include:
• �Increased the number of survivors served through our victim  

services programs by 10%.
• �Increased the number of victims receiving legal services through  

AVDA by 12%.
• �Provided over 3,500 survivors and their children services through  

protective orders, legal representation, safety planning, referrals  
and emergency financial assistance.

• �Continued to diversify our revenue model; thanks to the generosity of 
Joseph D. Jamail and his friends, The Joseph D. Jamail Endowment Fund 
was created to endow an attorney position for representation and advocacy  
for women who are victims of abuse and need quality legal counsel. 

• �Expanded its legal services through one full-time attorney dedicated  
to serving the “working poor.” The program grew quickly given the vast 
community need, and is thriving thanks to the support of Houston 
Endowment, Inc.

• �Displayed measurable results through pre and post surveys, after  
receiving help from AVDA, 86% of legal clients reported they felt  
an increased sense of safety.

• �Distributed our first electronic newsletter and social media campaign, 
seeking to increase awareness and support for our mission to end abuse.

While we appreciate our continued progress, sadly, the number of  
reports of domestic violence continually increase, and the demand for  
our services rises exponentially. But there is hope and healing. Our board 
and staff remain stalwart in our commitment to bringing attention to the 
much-needed conversation about domestic abuse. Together with the 
community, we must assist more victims who painfully suffer alone and in 
silence. It is only through your help that AVDA assists victims to escape 
the abuse and rebuild their lives to truly begin again, and provide offend-
ers with the tools to end the cycle of violence and control. 

With your continued support and involvement, we will sustain programs 
to change lives in significant ways. Thank you for your investment and 
interest in our work and those we serve.

Gratefully,

Lynn Kamin	 Mark Russell  
2015 Co-chair	 2015 Co-chair 
AVDA Board of Directors	 AVDA Board of Directors

Dear Supporter of AVDA:

AVDA celebrates 35 years  
of service to the Houston 
community, seeking to  
help victims End Abuse  
and Begin Again.

1980

2015 Board of Directors
CO-CHAIRS 
Lynn Kamin 
Jenkins & Kamin LLP 
Mark Russell 
Morgan Stanley 
SECRETARY  
Kyle Sears 
Martin Disiere, Jefferson  
& Wisdom LLP

TREASURER 
Michelle Tran 
Berkley Research Group, LLC 
MEMBERS 
Michelle Bohreer 
Bohreer & Zucker LLP
Deborah Ward Buks 
Ward

Don Cohen 
Houston Oral &  
Maxillofacial Surgery 
Mimi del Grande 
RDG+Bar Annie
Barbara Elk 
Community Volunteer

Karen Freedman 
Community Volunteer 
Lisa Modica 
Halliburton 
Karl Oswald 
Global Fabrication  
Services, Inc. 

Joe Tolbert 
HESS Corporation 
Steve Winter 
Chesapeak Investments, LLC 
Don Woo 
Mission Constructors, Inc.

1980 
AVDA is founded by the National Council  
of Jewish Women – Greater Houston 
Section to provide legal help for victims.

1981 
AVDA is given 
501(c)3 non-profit 
status by the IRS. 
Rhonda Gerson 
becomes AVDA’s first 
Executive Director.

1996
AVDA’s leadership contributes to the 

formation of the Harris County Domestic 
Violence Coordinating Council.

1984 
AVDA offers the groundbreaking 
PIVOT Project program to abusers, 
under leadership of Dr. Toby Myers.

1984 
AVDA’s advocacy with the Harris County  
District Attorney’s Office results in creation of  
the Family Criminal Law Division of the HCDA.

All statistics from 2015.

Left to right: 
Lynn Kamin 
AVDA Board 2015 Co-chair

Mark Russell 
AVDA Board 2015 Co-chair

Adults served in  
group or individual 
counseling sessions

Men and women 
respectively, served  
in the abuser program

Legal cases opened  
for survivors

Amount awarded to  
survivors through 
legal representation

Youth reached 
through individual  
or group counseling

Youth reached with 
dating and domestic 
abuse prevention  
presentations

Hours of rehabilitative 
counseling provided 
to abusers

AVDA’s specialized Trauma Counselor  
provides individual and group counseling  
for adult and child survivors of domestic  
violence, both at AVDA and in the commu-
nity, lending supportive guidance for those 
impacted by abuse. Its education-based sup-
port group for survivors, with special emphasis 
on the impact of abuse on children, is open to 
voluntary and mandated clients, and is offered 
at no cost to the client. All services are offered  
in English and Spanish. Counseling is available 
for problems such as depression, anxiety, 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, sexual victim-
ization, and parenting concerns. The counselor 
also supports the client due to distress and 
fear which often result from facing one’s 
abuser in court.

2,080

893/120
2,091

$1.4m
844 2,57524k

Counseling Services

2015
Joseph D. Jamail 
Award for Justice is 
presented to John 
Eddie Williams, Jr. 


