
Newsletter Newsletter
July 2017 July 2017www.hampiloslaw.com www.hampiloslaw.com

Welcome to our first publication of the Hampilos & Associates, Ltd. Newsletter 
After serving individuals, local businesses, and institutions in the Northern Illinois area for the last 25 years, without a single 
newsletter, I thought it was high time to start one. It is my hope to present you with interesting legal topics from time to 
time which may affect you or someone you know. I will promise to be direct and to the point. The materials are designed 
to be strictly “instructive” and not specific legal advice. Remember, every case and every issue is unique, and should you 
require specific advice, seek legal counsel. Hope you enjoy the publications. 
Thank you.
George P. Hampilos, Esq.
Hampilos & Associates, Ltd.
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Over the past couple of decades, I have made some 
observations about good attorneys and bad attorneys. 
Here are some helpful hints:
Appearances matter! Be observant. While you should 
never judge a book by its cover, consider whether your 
prospective attorney has a decent and nice office setting 
and location. Is their office being run out of their 8 year 
old four-door sedan? Is the attorney sharing common 
space with other attorneys in a run-down building? Is 
your prospective attorney’s outward appearance in dire 
need of a reality show make-over? (Do they appear to be 
disheveled, poorly groomed, and poorly dressed?) If so, do 
not walk. Run! No judge, jury, or opposing counsel is going 
to respect an attorney who cannot maintain personal 
hygiene and a decent office setting. Attorneys will care for 
your case the same way they care for themselves and their 
physical surroundings.
Another useful consideration is administrative staff and 
support. Does the attorney have sufficient administrative 
staff to help your case or analyze your matter? The 
absence of a secretary or paralegal is a telltale sign of an ill-
equipped lawyer. Does your attorney maintain malpractice 
insurance for negligence or acts of omission? This is 
easily ascertainable. You can check the Illinois Attorney 
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Registration and Disciplinary Commission website: www.
iardc.org. Simply type in your prospective attorney’s last 
name, and you will see whether they maintain insurance. 
Would you ever hire someone to install a new roof on 
your home without adequate bonding and insurance? 
Why would you accept anything less from your attorney 
handling your important legal matters? You may also check 
this website to see whether they have been subject to 
any disciplinary complaints of any sort during their entire 
career. This database goes back quite a few years. (You can 
even type in “Abraham Lincoln” and it will show where he 
worked and the period of time he was a licensed attorney. 
By the way, Honest Abe was never disciplined. That is how 
far back it goes.)
Return calls. Yes, little things matter. Does your attorney 
respond to your telephone calls and e-mails promptly? 
Notice the word “attorney.” Not his or her staff, but the 
attorney themself. A lawyer who does not have the time 
to respond to you personally and promptly – within 24 
hours or less – does not have the time to handle your 
important matter. This is especially true at the time you are 
about to retain the lawyer or soon after retention (i.e., the 
“honeymoon stage”). If they blow you off now, imagine 
how carefree they will act in the future.
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Student Loans in Bankruptcy: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly. Student Loans in Bankruptcy: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.
Statistics show that U.S. college students and graduates owe over $1 trillion dollars in student loan debts. A poor economy 
and sluggish growth has left many graduates with an inability to pay off their student loans. Generally, student loans are not 
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dischargeable in Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 bankruptcies, 
unless the borrower can prove that payment of the student 
loan would impose an “undue hardship” on the debtor 
and/or the debtor’s dependents. 11 U.S.C. §523(a)(8). The 
undue hardship elements of proof include: (1) whether the 
debtor can maintain a minimal standard of living if forced 
to repay the loan(s); (2) whether there exist exceptional 
circumstances to show the hardship will likely persist for 
a significant portion of the repayment period; and (3) 
whether the borrower has made good-faith efforts to 
repay the loans in question. While the bankruptcy laws do 
not require the student to live in poverty, the debtor must 
show that he or she would end up living under a minimal 
standard of living. Undue hardship is an extremely difficult 
burden to meet, and less than one-tenth of a percent of 
such debtors are able to discharge their loans. However, 
many student loan debtors in bankruptcy do not even try 
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asserting their undue hardship arguments under Section 
523(a)(8) of the Bankruptcy Code.
Bankruptcy Courts have the discretion to eliminate some of 
the student loan debt as opposed to all of the student loan 
debt if the elements are not completely satisfied. That is, 
each set of circumstances can be viewed on a case-by-case 
basis to determine whether or not a debtor should receive 
some sort of relief. In summary, it may be worth the effort 
to seek a discharge of mounting student loan debts rather 
than not do anything at all. The worst case scenario is the 
debtor would be denied complete or partial discharge of 
the student loan debt. Nothing risked, nothing gained.
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Life Insurance and Divorce Life Insurance and Divorce
A new legislative proposal addresses the treatment of life insurance policies in divorce cases. If passed, it would amend 
the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act to prohibit life insurance benefits from being paid to a former spouse 
after a judgment of dissolution or invalidity of marriage, unless there is a specific reference to the policy in judgment to 
the contrary. As is often the case, people forget to remove their ex-spouses as beneficiaries to the life insurance policies. 
Florida enacted a similar law five years ago. Illinois is playing catch-up.
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About Us
Located in Rockford, IL, Hampilos & Associates, Ltd. is a 
reputed law firm, committed to providing exceptional 
legal services to its clients and the community.

Our practice areas include business law, bankruptcy, 
family law, probate and estate, and personal injury.
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