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From the Manager: Spring is in the air and the weather is getting better. The Tulips sprung early 

this year and the season is about to come to an end. If you want to see the Tulips from the air you’d 
better do it before Monday. I hear they will be plowing the fields after this weekend. You will be 
seeing a survey soon on some ideas we are thinking of making soon. Please fill out a survey and be 
honest.  
 
We would like to welcome Shawn Socha our newest CFI. He is a CFII and MEI. He is available to fly 
daytime, evenings, and weekends. Check Schedule master and schedule a flight if you’re not current.  
We are currently looking for Cherokee pilots or pilots that want to get current in the Cherokees. We 
have Cherokee’s that need exercised! This would give you a good reason to fly for pie at Port 
Townsend or fly over the San Juan’s.  Fly Safe. 
   

From the Chief Pilot: “Nit-picks and Niggles.” 
Checklists, checklists, checklists! Checklists came into use following the crash of the XB-17  
(Boeing model 299) at Wright Field in Dayton, OH, October 30th, 1935. The XB-17 pitched up on 
liftoff, stalled and crashed because the pilots forgot to disengage the control lock prior to takeoff! 
As a result, it was acknowledged that as aircraft become more complex, leaving the 
accomplishment of all required operations to pilot’s memories was a recipe for disaster. 
Checklists were devised to prevent a recurrence of this crash.  

Executing a checklist is not an end in itself, rather, the checklist is a tool to help the pilot fly 
safely. Most of the time the checklist should not be used as a “DO” list but to verify that a given 
evolution has been completed correctly. Examples of when not to use the checklist as a “DO” list 
are the engine start and engine run-up. These are two-handed operations and require the full 
attention of the pilot with all senses focused on the task at hand. Pilots should be able to execute 
a proper engine start and a run-up without trying to hold a checklist in one hand. Pilots should 
dry-run these procedures until they can do them with their eyes closed. After the start and after 
the run-up, then use the checklists to verify the procedures. The takeoff checklist should 
normally completed at the runway hold short and it is a good practice to touch each item as you 
read it off as appropriate. All three of our planes have takeoff and landing checklists either on 
the instrument panel or pilot's visor and all are encouraged to use them. 

The one time pilots shall take the check list in (both) hand(s) is when securing the aircraft. The 
secure checklist (and the checklist on the bottom of the flight plan form) are the most neglected 
of all the checklists. This is about the only time pilots are not pressed for time, yet we tend to 
neglect these checklists the most often. There are NO excuses for not properly securing an 
aircraft, not finishing the paperwork, and not putting the keys back in the key locker.  

One other comment: Do NOT over tighten engine oil dipsticks on the Lycoming 032 engines 



found in all three of our aircraft. Just tighten only enough to make it snug. Any tighter and it 
requires a wrench or pliers for the next pilot to open it.  

Come out and fly soon. Be prepared and fly safe. 

R.W.Harrison 
CCFI                                                                                                                            

 
From the Book store …AFD’s flew off the shelve!! If you are in need of a book or 
chart that is not currently in our display case, please ask our office staff to order for 
you. We are also looking into ordering a few more T-shirts, Hoodies, and Hats. If you 
know you would like to purchase any one of these items, please let Kellsey know and 
we can add it to our order.  

Significant Accomplishments…. Congratulations to Bob Coffell and Mark Lott, on 
soloing this month! Please welcome new members, Shawn Socha, Harold Oosterhof, 
and Steven Menchaca.  
 
A Team Effort……Once a month Cascade Aviation and Flyers will be teaming up for a 
flight and dinner special. Each month will be a different theme. We will also be 
introducing our frequent eaters and flyer punch cards. Help us support each other, and 
your local airport restaurant. Please help spread the word and tell your aviation 
buddies. 
 
Private Pilot Ground School…. Bob Fraser, a retired CFI, will be volunteering his time 
and significant knowledge to share with all who are interested on Tuesdays, free of 
charge, to help students study, answer any questions, gain understanding of a 
perplexing problem etc. 
 

Upcoming Meetings & Events…. 

 May 7th Safety meeting @ 10:00am 
 June 4th Free Seminar @ 10:00am with CFI Dyberg 
 June 21-24 Youth Flight Camp 9am-12:30pm 

 

 

 
 


