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From the Manager…. Greetings, well the fall weather has been fairly mild so far allowing for more 

sunshine and the ability to fly more these past few weeks. When was the last time you have taken a friend 
flying to see the changing colors in the valley?  Now is the perfect time of year to do that. It is also a perfect 
time to review our procedures for fall/winter operations. Colder temperatures and earlier darkness will affect 
your flight. Remember to finish checklists to ensure the planes master switch gets turned off, watching for 
dark spots on the ramp that could be ice, taking caution when cleaning windshields, and ensuring the gust 
locks are installed are just a few of the items we often tend to miss. We had a great turnout for our 3rd Year 
Celebration and want to thank each and every one of you for supporting us! We are already planning this 
year’s Christmas Party so look for tickets to be on the street soon. The date is Tuesday, December 13th at Flyer’s 
Restaurant. It should be a good time! 
Fly Safe 
 

Attention: Taxiway A3, A4 and a portion of Taxiway A will be closed starting Monday October 3, 
2016 – October 12, 2016 from west of Taxiway A2 to taxiway A4, requiring a runway back-taxi 
operation to reach the Runway 11 threshold. Taxiway C will remain fully closed until October 15, 
2016 to accommodate continued Runway Safety Area work.  Please be advised and fly safe!! 

 
From the Chief Pilot: “Nit-picks and Niggles”   
 
   The Flight Review (formerly – but no longer – referred to as a “BFR”) is a somewhat misunderstood 
currency requirement. In accordance with FAR 61.56, a flight review must, with certain exceptions that don't 
apply to most of us, be accomplished by the end of the 24th month after the month that the previous review or 
authorized substitute was accomplished. One cannot “fail” a Flight Review: if the reviewee's performance is 
not good enough to pass, the flight is simply logged as instruction. The subject review requires one (1) hour of 
ground training and one (1) hour of flight training. The ground portion is required to be on FAR Part 91. flight 
rules. The flight content is at the discretion of the CFI/Examiner. 
 
The remainder of this article is a reprint of the April submission on check lists and their usage. 
 
Checklists, checklists, checklists! Checklists came into use following the crash of the XB-17 (Boeing model 
299) at Wright Field in Dayton, OH, October 30th, 1935. The XB-17 pitched up on liftoff, stalled and crashed 
because the pilots forgot to disengage the control lock prior to takeoff! As a result, it was acknowledged that 
as aircraft become more complex, leaving the accomplishment of all required operations to pilots’ memories 
was a recipe for disaster. Checklists were devised to prevent a recurrence of this crash.  
Executing a checklist is not an end in itself, rather, the checklist is a tool to help the pilot fly safely. Most of 
the time the checklist should not be used as a “DO” list but to verify that a given evolution has been completed 
correctly. Examples of when not to use the checklist as a “DO” list are the engine start and engine run-up. 
These are two-handed operations and require the full attention of the pilot with all senses focused on the task 
at hand. Pilots should be able to execute a proper engine start and a run-up without trying to hold a checklist 
in one hand. Pilots should dry-run these procedures until they can do them with their eyes closed. After the 
start and after the run-up, then use the checklists to verify the procedures. The takeoff checklist should 
normally be completed at the runway hold short and it is a good practice to touch each item as you read them 



off as appropriate. Both of our planes have (or will have) takeoff and landing checklists on the instrument 
panel and all are encouraged to use them. 
The one-time time pilots shall take the check list in (both) hand(s) is when securing the aircraft. The secure 
checklist (and the checklist on the bottom of the flight plan form) are the most neglected of all the checklists. 
This is about the only time pilots are not pressed for time yet we tend to neglect these checklists the most often. 
There is NO excuse for not properly securing an aircraft, not finishing the paperwork and not putting the keys 
back in the key locker.  
One other comment: Please do NOT over tighten engine oil dipsticks on the Lycoming 032 engines found in 
our aircraft. Just tighten it only enough to make it snug. Any tighter and it requires a wrench or pliers for the 
next pilot to unscrew it.  
Come out and fly soon. Be prepared and fly well. 
R.W.Harrison 
CCFI                                                                                                                                            
 

Membership Drive … Cascade Aviation will be starting a Membership Drive on Saturday, Oct 15th 

starting with an Open House at the CPO Club at NAS Whidbey from 10:00am until 1:00pm. Free 
refreshments will be provided! If you have any friends that might be interested in learning to fly, please 
bring them to Open House. Everyone is invited and if you have any questions you can call Bob Fraser at 
360-675-6590. Hope to see you there! 

From the Book store … Members, let us know what supplies you need for your training, and we will be 

happy to order them per your request. This includes any books you may need for ground school/training 
such as the Jeppesen Private Pilot textbooks, FAR/AIM, Chart Supplement, or sectional. We recently 
received our "Cascade Aviation drinking glasses” for your favorite beverages be it ice tea, beer, or milkshake. 
They can be purchased for $7 each.  

Significant Accomplishments…. Welcome to our new members Maxwell Casillas, Anthony 

Giacalone, Lance Thompson, and Sharon Green!! Also, congratulations to Randall Benson who passed his 
check ride!  

Cascade Christmas Party … We are now selling tickets for our Annual Christmas Party which will be 

held on Tuesday, Dec. 13th at Flyer's Restaurant starting at 6 pm. We will be having Turkey and Tri-tip with 
mashed potatoes, gravy and all the trimmings. Tickets are $34 each and need to be purchased in advance. Call 
the office 360 707-2838 to reserve yours today! 
 

Flyer’s Restaurant/Date Night ...... From now on we are paring up with Flyer’s in Burlington to do 

Date Night every 3rd Friday of the month! Bring a sweetheart and enjoy a flight over the beautiful San Juan 
Islands before enjoying a delicious prime rib dinner provided by Flyer’s. The price is a steal at $249.00! Call our 
office to make your reservation! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Meetings & Events…. 

 

 October 8th Aeronautical Decision Making Seminar @ Port of Skagit 
 October 15th Membership Drive/Open House @ CPO Club 10:00 AM 
 October 21st Date Night at Flyers in Burlington 
 October 29th Rusty Pilots Seminar @ Port of Skagit 10:00 AM 
 November 19th Safety Seminar @ Port of Skagit 10:00 AM 
 November 28th Last Day to purchase Christmas Party tickets 
 December 13th Cascade Aviation Christmas Party 6:00 PM 

 
 


