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The Law Firm of Stephen M. 
Reck Settles Construction Injury 
for $350,000  

A construction worker who suffered head and neck 
injuries on the job has reached a settlement of 
$350,000.  The parties have requested that details of 
the case not be disclosed.  Attorney Scott 
Camassar handled the case for the injured worker.     

State Farm Paid Over $109M Last 
Year for Dog Bites  

 
The AP reported that "State Farm Insurance, one of 
the nation's largest home insurers, paid more than 
$109 million on about 3,800 dog bite claims nationwide 
last year."  In 2010, there were about 3,500 claims and 
$90 million in payments. "The Insurance Information 
Institute estimated that nearly $479 million in dog bite 
claims were paid by all insurance companies in 2011," 
compared with $413 million in 2010.  

DOT Will Study Factors Affecting 
Commercial Driver Safety 

The DOT's Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration chief, Anne Ferro, wants the agency to 
study "to what extent driver compensation practices, 
and detention time at shippers' loading and receiving 
docks affect drivers' ability to drive safely." One study 
"will explore whether long waiting times in a parked 
vehicle at a shipper's dock -- which as of Feb. 27 
became "off-duty time" under the new driver hours-of-
service rule -- would contribute to driver fatigue and 
influence performance, Ferro said in a keynote speech 
April 20 at the annual Spring Forum of the Council of 
Supply Chain Management Professionals' Columbus 
(Ohio) Roundtable." The other study "would examine 
whether a link exists between the way drivers are 
compensated-either by the load or by the mile -- and 
driver behavior behind the wheel, according to 
Ferro."  Read more. 

CDC: Injury is #1 Killer of 
Children 

Traffic-Related Injuries Most Common 

The CDC states that from 2000 to 2009, the overall 
annual unintentional injury death rate for kids 
"decreased 29%, from 15.5 to 11.0 per 100,000 
population, accounting for 9,143 deaths in 2009. The 
rate decreased among all age groups except 
newborns and infants aged <1 year; in this age group, 
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New to our mailing 

list?  To read our prior 

newsletters, click here.   

 

NHTSA to Study 
Technology's 
Impact on 
Driving Safety  

Motor Trend reported, "In a 
bid to further reduce traffic 
accidents and deaths, the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration will 
study whether technologies 
can make driving safer. The" 
NHTSA "research projects 
are being undertaken even 
as the nation enjoys roads 
that are statistically the 
safest since 1949." NHTSA 
will first research "vehicle-to-
vehicle (V2V) systems that 
would detect and warn 
drivers if a collision was 
imminent." 

Recall Central    

To read about recent recalls 

and product safety news 

from the U.S. Consumer 

Product Safety Commission, 

click here.   

  

Get the latest recall 

information from the National 

Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration here.   

  

The Dept. of Agriculture's 

Food Safety and Inspection 

Service regulate meat, 

poultry products and 

processed eggs.  Check 

their recalls here.   
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rates increased from 23.1 to 27.7 per 100,000 
primarily as a result of an increase in reported 
suffocations. The poisoning death rate among teens 
aged 15-19 years nearly doubled, from 1.7 to 3.3 per 
100,000, in part because of an increase in prescription 
drug overdoses (e.g., opioid pain relievers). 
Childhood motor vehicle traffic-related death rates 
declined 41%; however, these deaths remain the 
leading cause of unintentional injury death."  Read 
more. 

2011 Traffic Deaths: Record Low   

Traffic fatalities on U.S. roads in 2011 fell to their 

lowest level since federal safety regulators started 

counting in 1949. Preliminary data estimates that 

32,310 people died in motor vehicle crashes last year, 

down 1.7% from 2010. Experts say more and better air 

bags, higher seat-belt use and vehicles designed to 

allow people to survive a crash are the main reasons 

for the decline in traffic deaths in recent years. The 

rate of fatalities per 100 million miles driven in the 

United States last year was 1.09, down from 1.11 in 

2010 and down from 1.46 in 2005. The only U.S. 

region to have an increase in traffic deaths was 

California, Arizona and Hawaii, where fatalities rose 

3.3%.  Read more. 

U.S. Proposes Brake Override for 
All Passenger Cars 

The Chicago Tribune reported that U.S. auto safety 
regulators announced a proposal that would require 
brake override systems on all new passenger cars and 
trucks, likely by the 2015 model year. The cost to auto 
manufacturers are expected to be "close to zero" 
because most automakers already install brake 
override systems that can stop a vehicle if the 
accelerator pedal gets stuck open. The proposal 
comes after much-publicized unintended acceleration 
claims made against some Toyota Motor Corp models, 
which caused a worldwide recall of nearly 19 million 
vehicles from late 2009 to early 2011. Toyota 
maintained from the start of its worst safety crisis that 
the issue was linked to floor mats pinning gas pedals 
down rather than a systemic electronic problem. In 
early 2011, a federal probe essentially agreed.  

Report: Phones Contribute to 

24% of Distracted Driving 

Crashes  

A new report from the National 

Safety Council (NSC) estimates 

that 24% of all motor vehicle 

crashes involve cell phone use 

and outlines how advances in 

legislation, enforcement, 

technology, culture and corporate policies could help 

save lives and make the roads safer. The report 

reveals that NSC estimates cell phone use, whether 

handheld or hands-free, contributes to more than 1 

million crashes a year, or 21% of all crashes. An 

additional 3% involve text messaging. "It's not just the 

risk but the risk combined with the prevalence that sets 

cell phone use apart from any other distraction," said 

John Ulczycki, group vice president of strategic 

initiatives at NSC. "Texting is a much more dangerous 

activity than talking, but talking [on a cell phone] is 

much more prevalent, which is why talking leads to 6-7 

times more crashes." 

About Our Firm  

At The Law Firm of Stephen 

M.  Reck, justice is our 

mission.  Our firm is well 

known and well respected for 

its ability to handle personal 

injury, wrongful death, and 

professional malpractice cases in Connecticut and 

Rhode Island.  Call today or visit us on the web at 

www.stephenreck.com.  

 

The Law Firm of Stephen M. Reck, LLC  

Proud to support the North Stonington Education Foundation, Little 

League Baseball, Children International, Heifer International, the 

Avalonia Land Conservancy, and the Conn. Chapter of the Special 

Olympics. 
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Click here for Food and Drug 

Administration recalls, 

market withdrawals and 

safety alerts.    

  

For updates on the peanut 

products recall click here. 

Most Malpractice 
Cases Decided in 
Doctors' Favor 

Medscape reported: "Results 
of a new study of medical 
malpractice claims offer a 
mix of reassurance and 
sobering reality." The study 
found that "55.2% of medical 
malpractice claims that 
required some defense cost 
led to litigation," though 
"most are ultimately decided 
in the physician's favor." Yet 
it also found that "litigated 
claims often take months or 
years to be resolved." The 
study was based on "data 
from all 50 US states for the 
years 2002 through 2005" 
including "10,056 
malpractice claims that 
necessitated some defense 
costs."  

Don't Drive 

Distracted!  
It Kills   
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Proudly Serving 

Connecticut and 

Rhode Island 

The trial attorneys at The 

Law Firm of Stephen M. 

Reck, LLC represent 

individuals in all types of 

personal injury cases 

throughout the state of 

Connecticut and the state of 

Rhode Island, including, in 

Connecticut: New London 

County, New Haven County, 

Middlesex County, Hartford 

County, Tolland County, and 

Windham County; and in 

Rhode Island: Bristol County, 

Kent County, Newport 

County, Providence County, 

and Washington County.  

Referrals Welcome  

 

Help Us Help 

Others   

Write a Review on Our 
Google Maps Page 
If we have assisted you in 
the past, would you take a 
moment to write a review of 
our law firm on 
Google?  Client reviews are 
important to people 
researching lawyers or 
considering which firms can 
best help them with their 
cases.  We pride ourselves 
on providing personalized 
and attentive representation 
to every client, and would be 
grateful if you would 

recommend us online 

to prospective 
clients.  Thanks so much for 
your help. 

 

 

 

Remember we are 

here if you need a 

referral to an attorney 

in a different area of 

law. 
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