
BITING INSECTS 
 

Ticks – Brown Dog Tick 

Certified Pest Control of Naples is Southwest Florida’s Certified Pest Professional! We 
are specialists in general household pest and termite control, lawn & ornamental, and 
tent fumigation. Our approach to tick control is not just with surface sprays. Certified 
Pest Control of Naples has developed a complete thorough Tick Treatment that treats 
your entire house and every place your pet is active- all the cracks, crevices, voids, 
windows and door casings, furniture, baseboards, and rugs. 

The Brown Dog Tick is the most common tick here in beautiful Southwest Florida. The 
Brown Dog Tick does not vector any disease, such as Lyme disease or Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever. Ticks are a serious problem and can cause major health problems if 
allowed to infest your living area. Ticks are not an insect and are closely related to the 
spider. Adult ticks have 8 legs; insects only have 6 legs. All ticks are parasitic and feed 
on the blood of animals. Most ticks spend the majority of their life on or near the ground 
waiting for a suitable host to come by on which to attach themselves. Ticks will climb 
onto an appropriate object, such as a tall blade of grass, bush, fence post, or side of a 
building to wait for a host to pass by. The Brown Dog Tick can live for as long as 200 
days without a blood meal. 

The female Brown Dog Tick can lay a mass of 1000 to 3000 eggs. These eggs will 
hatch in 19 to 60 days into a 6 legged, small, immature seed tick. Within 3 to 6 days it 
will molt and change into an 8-legged nymph tick. After a blood meal from a host, this 
nymph will molt in 12 to 29 days into an adult tick. 

 
If you find a tick attached to you or a family member never just pull it off the skin. A tick 
is easily removed by first touching the tick with a warm butter knife or alcohol to get it to 
remove its head from the skin. Then grab the tick and lift it off the skin. 

Don’t be overwhelmed with a tick infestation in your home. Call Certified Pest Control of 
Naples today for a complete explanation of our Tick Treatment and any of our services. 
You do not have to let unwanted pests ruin your gorgeous Southwest Florida lifestyle. 
Remember, when thinking pest control, think Certified Pest Control of Naples- Your 
Certified Pest Professional! 
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Scorpion 
 

Certified Pest Control of Naples is Your Certified Pest Professional, including Scorpions. 
Here in Southwest Florida we mostly see the Common Striped Scorpion. It has 2 broad 
dark bands extending the length of the back on a yellowish brown body. They usually 
grow to 1 ½ inches and normally live outdoors and only invade homes foraging for food. 
They can live 3 to 5 years. 

Scorpions are flattened, crab like animals having 10 legs and a fleshy tail. They have an 
upturned stinger at the end of their tail. There are over 1200 species of scorpions, but 
only 20 to 30 types are in the United States. They are unique as they do not lay eggs 
and their young are born alive. After they are born, the mother will carry them until their 
first molt. Scorpions are most active at night hiding under boards, bark, rubbish, 
buildings off the ground, debris, under foliage growth, and palm fronds. 

Scorpion’s sting! But, they only sting when provoked or disturbed. The sting of the 
Common Striped Scorpion is painful but not dangerous to our health except for those 
persons who exhibit allergic reactions to insect stings. Normally, strong ammonia will 
help the pain and icing the sting will keep the swelling down. There have been no 
deaths from Scorpion stings in Florida. 

Scorpions have poor eye sight and being nocturnal and predaceous, they feed on 
insects, spiders, or small animal wildlife. They do not stalk their prey, but wait to grab it 
alive with their pinchers. 

Certified Pest Control of Naples can help eliminate any Scorpion problem in and around 
your home with our “Certified Full-Home” pest control service. We will treat all the 
cracks and crevices inside your home and broadcast spray the soffits, eaves, mulch 
beds, flower beds, entry ways, and a 10-foot perimeter around your home. In addition, if 
you remove all of the areas Scorpions will hide around your home, you will be protected 
from these silent invaders. 
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Dust Mite 

If you think our modern, well insulated house is a safe haven from all allergenic alarms, 
think again. That average six room house accumulates an average of 40 pounds of dust 
per year. That dust is home to millions of unseen, but troublesome Dust Mites. 

The North American House Dust Mite is a little known and rarely mentioned group of 
mites. Wherever humans and their pets live Dust Mites will be present. These Dust 
Mites will feed on skin dander deposited in beds, furniture, and carpeting. When there 
are large populations of Mites in a home, skin fragments and Mite fecal material 
become airborne causing allergic reactions like asthma and rashes. Research has 
shown that the most prevalent allergen in a home is dust produced from Dust Mites. 

Dust Mites are extremely small, .04 millimeters, making identification by sight 
impossible without the use of a microscope. You can fit as many as 6000-7000 on a 
fingernail. They are globular in shape, and creamy white in color. Mites have 6 legs as 
larva and 8 legs as nymphs and adults. The adult female Dust Mite lays about 25 to 50 
eggs a day for 30 days. The eggs hatch and develop to adults in about one month. 

People shed about 1/5 of an ounce of dander (dead skin) per week. One gram of skin 
will feed thousands of mites for months. Actually, 80 % of what you see floating in a 
sunbeam through a window is skin flakes. To Dust Mites this is a meal. Dust Mites eat 
skin flakes both human and animal. Skin flakes have a fungus growing on them which is 
especially attractive to Dust Mites. 

Dust Mites bite you and cause you to itch. They also produce allergens to which some 
people are very sensitive. The Dust Mite feces contain 15 different proteins, and many 
people are allergic to the combination of these different proteins. 

House Dust Mites inhabit damp places that are occupied by people and pets. The 
House Dust Mite thrives in high humidity of 70 to 80% and warm temperatures from 68 
to 84 degrees. They are found in mattresses, pillows, in stuffed furniture, rugs, 
draperies, and any crack or crevice. 
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Dust Mites produce an allergic reaction that causes symptoms similar to asthma. 
Headaches, respiratory problems, eye irritation, fatigue, and depression are other 
allergic reaction which can be linked to Dust Mite feces. A 15-year-old pillow could have 
a third of its weight in Dust Mite feces. One ounce of dust can hold more than 42,000 
Dust Mites. 

Unfortunately, studies have shown that Dust Mites can never be completely eliminated 
from an area, but can be suppressed for a short time. Dust Mite populations can be 
reduced with a little personal effort by washing bedding and other items in hot water 
weekly, putting your pillows in the dryer on high for 15 to 30 minutes, and doing 
thorough household cleaning regularly. This may mean that you vacuum your furniture, 
draperies, and mattresses weekly and spray them with disinfectant. Vacuuming with 
most conventional air bag vacuum cleaners can work against you in Dust Mite 
elimination, as they vent dust out the exhaust and into the air again. The use of a water 
trap vacuum will collect the dust in the water where it stays. Don’t use dusters, mops, or 
brooms because they all merely rearrange the dust and the Dust Mites. In extreme 
cases wrap your mattress and pillows in plastic and remove the draperies from the 
bedroom area. Wash and clean window blinds weekly, professionally clean the carpet 
regularly or remove it all together, then wash the hard surface floors weekly, and 
cleaning the heating and air conditioning ducts will give added benefit. 

You can help reduce House Dust Mites with a higher rated heating and air conditioning 
filter. Drain treatment systems are available for your air conditioner to help stop 
bacteria, molds, and fungus growing from the drain pan. The use of dehumidifiers to 
keep the humidity less than 50% will kill off most molds and fungus and starve the Dust 
Mites. Ozone producing machines are available to kill off the fungus on skin flakes and 
dust to starve out Dust Mites, also. 

Certified Pest Control of Naples can help you control Dust Mites with our Dust Mite 
Service specially designed for Southwest Florida. We will thoroughly broadcast spray all 
of your flooring, furniture, draperies, mattresses, and air conditioning ducts. This 
treatment will kill all existing Dust Mites in your home and keep them from re-infesting 
your home for up to 60 days. This specialized treatment for Dust Mites kills the fungus 
on all treated areas and keeps killing fungus to keep the Dust Mites from re-infesting our 
home. 

Don’t suffer another day with pesky Dust Mites. Call Certified Pest Control of Naples 
today for a free estimate and a complete explanation of any of our services. 

Call Certified Pest Control of Naples today for a complete explanation of our Dust Mite 
Service or any of our services. You do not have to let unwanted pests ruin your 
gorgeous Southwest Florida lifestyle. 

 

 

 



MOSQUITOES 

Summer time is in full swing- the heat, the rain, and of course those pesky mosquitoes. 
There is thought to be well over 70 species of mosquitoes in Florida. This is much 
higher than most other states. There are several species of mosquitoes that are known 
to spread pathogens that can cause diseases in humans, and in some cases animals. 

Most mosquitoes thrive where there is high moisture or water. Mosquitoes will lay their 
eggs in standing water and moist soil. Mosquitoes prefer a blood meal from a variety of 
hosts- i.e. humans, pets, wild animals and more! Mosquitoes undergo complete 
metamorphosis: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. 

Mosquitoes have piercing mouthparts that are used to “bite” and/or extract blood from 
its desired host. A Mosquito “bite” can leave a white to reddish bump on your skin. 
Swelling may also occur around the bite site. For more information on mosquito bites, 
please call a healthcare professional/doctor. 

Mosquitoes are no doubt a problem here in Southwest Florida. With that said, each 
county is in charge of mosquito control. However, Certified Pest Control of Naples is 
proud to offer a mosquito treatment, in addition to what the county offers, to help control 
the mosquitoes around your home or business. 
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