
CRAWLING PESTS 
 

Millipedes 
 

Millipedes are usually considered an outdoor pest that may seek refuge in dark, damp 
areas around and inside your home.  Millipedes live outdoors, and feed on damp, 
decaying vegetation, forest litter, grass clippings; compost heaps, and mulched 
areas.  Female Millipedes can lie from 20 to 300 eggs in decaying organic 
material.  The eggs hatch in a few weeks called “Thousand Legers” they have two pair 
of legs attached to each body segment. Millipedes range in size and in color. 
Certified Pest Control, through experience, has learned that the majority of Millipede 
migration will stop soon after our first cold front passes through that brings the 
temperature down to the low 50’s Millipede activity will begin again when the 
temperatures stay above 75 to 80 degrees. Millipedes typically thrive the most during 
summer and rainy months in Southwest Florida. Once the rainy subsides, millipedes will 
bury themselves underground and remain dormant until next rainy season. 
 
Certified Pest Control sympathizes if you are having a Millipede problem.  If you are 
seeing a few Millipedes daily, we can apply a Certified Full-Home Pest Control 
Treatment to control your immediate problem.  If you are seeing large numbers of 
Millipedes invading your home, we can apply a Millipede Treatment to the lawn and 
perimeter of your home. Certified Pest Control will apply our exclusive Millipede 
Treatment containing a high tech granular material to your entire your lawn and a liquid 
insect repellant around the base of your home to give you complete control of 
Millipedes. Eliminating excess areas of high moisture and mulch from the lawn will help 
control and stop millipedes from being around your home. 
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If you are having a problem with Millipedes call 239-877-4041, Certified Pest Control, 
today for a free estimate and a complete explanation of all of our services. 

 

 

Spiders
 

Spiders are abundant here in Southwest Florida, but they don’t have to a part of your 
lifestyle. Almost all Spiders found in Florida are harmless to humans and most species 
do not attempt to bite unless they are provoked. Spiders usually remain hidden and do 
not seek out humans to bite. Most Spiders cannot penetrate the skin of a human with 
their fangs. Almost all Spiders possess venom, but only a few are considered 
dangerous to humans. 

Spiders are of interest to us since some of them invade homes, others are considered 
poisonous, and some larger species are raised as pets. Several species of Spiders 
enter homes and become a nuisance. Many people simply dislike Spiders and cannot 
tolerate their presence. They can be annoying because they construct webs. 
Abandoned webs collect dust, resulting in cobwebs. Spiders are considered beneficial 
because they do feed on insect pests and other spiders. Spiders can live a long time 
between feedings. Some Spiders can live up to 2 years without a feeding. 

Most Spiders build webs to trap flying insects. Web building Spiders may build several 
webs per year and abandon them. These webs are produced form glands on the 
Spiders abdomen. The web silk is a liquid which hardens when exposed to the air. This 
silk webbing is used to construct webs, safety lines, egg sacs, and as a parachute to aid 
long distance travel. 
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Other types of Spiders search for their prey. Then hide and wait for them to pass. As 
their prey passes they will jump on or chase their prey down before biting them with 
their fangs. These types of Spiders are called hunting Spiders. 

Spiders can be identified by their having 8 legs and only 2 body segments. This means 
they are not an insect but a member of the arachnid family. 

Spiders lay eggs in a silken egg sac. This egg sac is either carried around by the female 
or hidden in the web. Egg sacs of very large Spiders can contain up to several hundred 
eggs. Spider eggs hatch in about 2 to 3 weeks. Most young Spiders mature to adults. 
Newly hatched Spiders are so tiny they easily enter homes through screens or around 
loose fitting doors and windows. Male and female Spiders live separately and only come 
together to mate. Male Spiders are usually smaller and color-marked differently than 
females. 

Controlling Spiders indoors may involve nothing more than vacuuming up the Spiders 
and webs. Outside Spider control could involve sweeping down Spiders and webs or 
pressure cleaning the exterior of your home. Keeping outside lights turned off will 
eliminate attracting insects which will draw Spiders to those areas. 

Certified Pest Control’s Spider treatment will eliminate unwanted Spiders and their webs 
for a period of 6 months. We will treat all the areas Spiders will cling and make webs 
such as; the eaves, soffits, doors, windows, gutters, garage, covered patio, construction 
décor changes in the walls, and your pool cage. We can keep your home as pristine 
clean as the day it was built. 

Call Certified Pest Control today for a free estimate and a complete explanation of any 
of our services. Remember, when thinking pest control, think Certified Pest Control – 
Your Certified Pest Professional! 

 

 

Frogs 
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Frogs can be seen throughout the United States. There are well over 80 species. The 
most common species include tree frogs, toads, and bullfrogs. Tree frogs and bullfrogs 
are most common where there is adequate water for their survival and reproduction. 
Toads are more prevalent where it is dry. Though tree frogs are considered beneficial 
because they eat insects, in some cases local populations can become a nuisance. 

Tree frogs can become a problem for many reasons. Tree frogs mostly live in trees but 
will find their way into homes. Once there, they will hide behind shutters, under siding 
window frames, siding, and rain gutters away from sunlight in shaded areas are all 
prime tree frog hiding sites during the day. Tree frogs like these areas and at night they 
will emerge to feed. 

The problem with having tree frogs on your home is that they tend to make a mess. 
Their droppings will quickly accumulate below where they are nesting. Tree frog 
droppings look a lot like rat droppings and can easily fool people into believing they 
have a rodent problem. While frogs in and of themselves may be harmless, but they 
often will leave feces and a sticky residue wherever they go. 

Certified Pest Control of Naples, Southwest Florida’s Certified Pest Professional, can 
help with our Frog and Lizard Repellant Treatment. We can treat all areas around your 
home or business where tree frogs are roosting, such as: the soffits, eaves, lighting, 
garage, doors, window sills, pool cage, lanai furniture, and even around plants. This all 
natural clear treatment material does not stain. It repels frogs, toads, and lizards away 
by releasing a scent certain animals can detect and don’t like. Because this is an all-
organic treatment and monthly applications should be made to continue keeping your 
home or business Frog, Toad, and Lizard Free. 

If you live in Naples, Bonita Springs, Fort Myers, or anywhere in Gorgeous Southwest 
Florida, and are having a Frog, Toad, or Lizard problem, call Certified Pest Control of 
Naples for a full explanation of our Frog and Lizard Repellant Treatment or on any of 
our services. Remember, when thinking pest control, think Certified Pest Control of 
Naples- Your Certified Pest Professional! 
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Florida Tree Snail 
 

A wide variety of snails live in Florida. Here in Southwest Florida we encounter snails 
almost daily in our gardens or on our foliage. Most snails are important in the 
conversion of plant matter (often in the form of algae, fungi, or plant detritus) into animal 
material. Thus, they are important food for some forms of wildlife that are carnivorous or 
omnivorous. 

The Florida tree snail is a mollusk that lives in a colorful, cone-shaped shell. It grows to 
two inches in length, on average, but may reach three. The shell size and thickness 
vary with location, color variety, food, and time of year. 

Upon entering a tropical hardwood hammock in south Florida, The eyes then focus on 
what appear to be porcelain ornaments hung on the trunks of wild tamarind and 
Jamaica dogwood. The Florida tree snail inhabits tropical hardwood hammocks in 
extreme southern mainland Florida, and in the Florida Keys. 

The main threat to the Florida tree snail is the loss of habitat. Its habitat selection is 
extremely specific as the species prefers smooth barked trees in tropical hardwood 
hammocks. Florida tree snails also face the threat of fire ants, which have been known 
to kill tree snails during their times of hibernation Tree snails in the Lower Keys face the 
danger of hurricane storm surge and sea level rise. 

The shell is secreted by a part of the body called the mantle, and the shell consists 
principally of calcium carbonate. Snails secrete an acidic material from the sole of their 
foot that dissolves calcium in the soil and allows uptake so the shell can be secreted. 
Calcium carbonate also is deposited in the shell of their eggs. Tree snails are normally 
found on the ground only during egg-deposition or when dislodged from their perches.  
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Bufo Toad 

The Giant Bufo Toad is the largest of the frogs and toads found in Florida. The giant 
toad is not native to the United States. Known scientifically as Bufo Marinus, the Cane 
Toad, Giant Toad, or Marine Toad is native to an area extending from Mexico and 
Central America to the Amazon Basin and was introduced to Florida in 1966 in an 
attempt to control the population of a type of beetle that was ravaging the sugar cane 
crops. They have immense appetites, breed frequently, and secrete a poisonous fluid 
that makes them unpalatable to all but a tiny handful of native animals and poisonous to 
many. 

Giant Toads range in size from 4 – 6 inches. Females can weigh up to 3.3 lbs. Giant 
Toads are huge brown toads that vary in color between brown and red and may have 
darker and lighter spots. These Giant Toads breed from June to January, but Giant 
Toads have been found in breeding condition throughout the year. Females produce 
8,000 to 50,000 eggs and can breed at least twice a year for 5 years in the wild. Giant 
Toads normally lay eggs in slow moving freshwater streams, but they can also breed in 
brackish water. Tadpoles hatch in 48 to 72 hours. Depending on the water temperature 
and food availability, they can complete their development in 16 to 180 days. Giant 
Toads can live for at least 15 years. 

The Giant Toads are an exotic species that will eat all types of native frogs and toads. 
This species is skilled at locating all types of food. They have even been known to eat 
pet food. 

When this Giant Toad is threatened or handled, it secretes a highly toxic milky 
substance from its large glands at the back of its head, behind the ears. This secretion 
can burn your eyes, may irritate your skin, and can kill cats and dogs if they ingest the 
secretion. Symptoms of Giant Toad poisoning in pets include drooling, head-shaking, 
crying, loss of coordination, and, in more serious cases, convulsions. 

Giant toads are beneficial for the gardener and homeowner in general. They do displace 
native toads and reptiles and birds if they can catch them. Giant toads are often 
transported in shipments of fruit and other commodities. Until effective control methods 
are available like quarantine checks and the stopping of any accidental releases of 
these toads, there is little or no hope in the control these Giant Toads. 

Certified Pest Control of Naples now offers an EXCLUSIVE Frog and Lizard Repellant 
Treatment. We apply an all organic material around your home or business to provide a 
barrier of protection. Call Certified Pest Control of Naples today for a complete 
explanation of this innovative EXCLUSIVE Frog and Lizard Repellant Treatment or any 
of our services. You do not have to let unwanted pests ruin your gorgeous Southwest 
Florida lifestyle. Remember, when thinking pest control, think Certified Pest Control of 
Naples- Your Certified Pest Professional! 
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Island Apple Snail 

Scientists say a strange and deceiving sight is invading southwest Florida. The Island 
Apple snail was probably released in south Florida in the early 1980s by persons with 
the tropical pet industry, and rapidly expanded throughout the state. Of the four species 
of Apple snails in Florida, only the Florida Apple snail is a native species, while the other 
three species are introduced. 

Island Apple snails are native to Cuba and Hispaniola Collections have been made in 
Alabama, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, Oklahoma and South Carolina. It is the principal 
food of the Everglades Kite and should be considered beneficial. It cannot survive low 
winter temperatures that occur in the northern tier of Florida counties and northward 
except where the water is artificially heated by industrial wastewater or in warm springs. 

Apple snails are exceptionally well adapted to tropical regions with periods of drought 
alternated with periods of excessive rainfall. This adaptation is reflected in their life 
style: moderately amphibious and being equipped with a shell door enabling the snail to 
close its shell, to prevent drying out while hiding in the mud during dry periods. If 
adverse conditions occur, Island Apple snails can burrow into sediments, seal the 
entrance to their shells with the operculum, and remain in this condition for several 
months. 

Island Apple snails are tropical and sub-tropical freshwater snails with the combination 
of a branchial respiration system comparable with the gills of a fish, at the right side of 
the snail body, and a lungs, at the left side of the body. They spend the majority of their 
life under the water. This lung/gill combination expands the action radius of the snail in 
search for food. 

Many apple snails lay grape-like egg clusters of white, green, or pink to red eggs on 
solid objects above the water line. The females emerge from the water, usually at night, 
to lay egg masses on stable substrates such as tree trunks, pilings, seawalls, or even 
plant stems. This remarkable strategy of these aquatic snails protects their eggs against 
predation by fish and other water inhabitants. 
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Scientists say these invading Island Apple snails could be extremely dangerous for your 
family and your pets. “If they break open they have a fluid which carries the actual 
neurotoxin in it. The eggs also are known to have a very toxic protein that can kill mice 
in experiments. In addition to the poisonous effects of their eggs, the snails themselves 
carry a parasite called rat lungworm. This parasite spends a part of its life cycle in apple 
snails and can infect humans. Watch your pets and kids, because they could actually be 
toxic snail eggs, if a small child got a hold of it, take them to emergency care. 

While elimination of the Island Apple snails by chemical means has been attempted, no 
effective chemical recommendation has been developed. The most effective 
management methods are hand or mechanical removal of snails and egg masses. In 
Florida, some of the natural predators of Apple snails include limpkins, Everglades 
(snail) kites, raccoons, turtles and alligators. You can scrape off the egg masses and 
allow them to fall into the water since inundated eggs will not hatch. However, only pink 
egg masses should be scraped or removed. Egg masses with large, white eggs were 
laid by the native Florida Apple snail and should be left undisturbed, as they do not pose 
a threat and are the principal food of the Everglades kite. 

 

Florida Ground Snail 

South Florida’s weather caters to the needs of snails. Here we have consistent warm 
temperatures and high humidity. Most land snails prefer moist climates and semi-
aquatic habitats. Some of Florida’s common snail species are exotic — not native to the 
state — and are considered pests in urban gardens. Snails were brought to the U.S. 
from Europe in the 1850, with the idea that they would be a food, like they are over 
there. Instead, they became a prolific and very destructive pest. 

According to the University of Florida, there are two common garden snails in the state 
— the garden Zachrysia and the Banded Caracol. The Zachrysias Snail is a family of 
air-breathing land snails found throughout much of the tropics. A number of species are 
known from Central and South America and some Caribbean Islands. Three introduced 

http://certifiedpcnaples.com/2016/10/florida-ground-snail/
http://certifiedpcnaples.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Florida-Ground-Snail.jpg


species occur in Florida. The Banded Caracol Snail is a very distinctive species and 
cannot be confused with other species occurring in Florida due to its large size and 
banded color pattern. Although the introduction was first recorded in 1919, the presence 
of viable populations of this large species remained unknown until it was rediscovered in 
1991. Both snails, originally found in Cuba, were introduced to South Florida in the early 
20th century. Garden Zachrysias,feast on small fruits and ornamental plants, while 
Banded Caracols, eat algae and decaying plants. Banded Caracols have shells that are 
1 1/2 inches long. Garden Zachrysia shells are approximately 1 inch long. 

 

 

Curly Tail Lizard 
 

The Curly tail Lizard is a popular pet. Native to the Bahamas and found in almost every 
West Indies Island, it was introduced to Florida in the 1940’s to combat sugar cane 
pests. Curly tail’s get their name due to their habit of curling their tail above their body 
when disturb. Curly tail lizards also use their tail as a distraction to predators by 
twitching it rapidly while fighting. They are sturdy, robust-looking lizards that sometimes 
grow to a length of 11 inches. 

They usually have bronze, brown, or gray as dominant color with black or gold spots, 
blotches, or line. Curly tails are now common throughout most of Florida’s southeastern 
counties. Found in parking lots, along walls, and around old buildings especially where 
there are cracks and pieces of rubble. These lizards are fast moving and enjoy the 
ability to run and climb. They are a sit-and-wait predator eating crickets, grasshoppers, 
ants, and beetles. 

There is some concern that these introduced lizards will compete with and even feed on 
native species like The Green Anole. If you wish to keep Lizards, Frogs, or Toads away 
from your home or business, Certified Pest Control of Naples offers a monthly Frog and 
Lizard Repellant Treatment to keep Lizards, Frogs, and Toads away from your home or 
business. 
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The Brown Anole 

The Brown Anole is considered the most seen lizard here in Southwest Florida. The 
Brown Anole is similar looking to that of the Green Anole. It was accidentally introduced 
from the West Indies. The brown anole is native to Cuba and the Bahamas, it was first 
observed in the Florida Keys in 1887. It arrived in the major seaports of South Florida 
during the 1940s and had become firmly established in most large urbanized areas 
south of Gainesville by 1980. 

This species thrives in disturbed habitats and ornamental plantings but can potentially 
inhabit almost any inland or coastal habitat in Florida. It is apparently the most abundant 
anole over much of the southern half of peninsular Florida, and populations now occur 
in every county in peninsular Florida. 

Cold winters reduce these northern populations but enough individuals usually survive 
to maintain viable populations. This exotic species varies from yellowish tan to brown in 
color, and is never green. 

The Brown Anole has a more blunt snout than the Green Anole. Like their green 
cousins, male Brown anoles use a throat fan for marking territory or attracting mates, 
their fan is bright red. Some experimental evidence suggest that the brown anole is 
primarily responsible for reduced numbers of green anoles, particularly in human-
altered habitats where adult male brown anoles sometimes prey upon smaller green 
anoles. Brown Anoles are often seen on the walls of buildings, rocks and logs. When 
threatened, they flee to the ground to hide, but will dash rapidly forward to grab their 
food. 

The diet of Brown Anoles may include ants, roaches, spiders, beetles, and other small 
prey. 
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Basilisk Lizard 

The Basilisk Lizard is native to Costa Rica, Panama, Belize, and Columbia can grow to 
a length of about 2 feet and have a large prominent crest on the back of their head. It 
got its name from Greek Mythology, the creature made up of parts of a rooster, snake, 
and lion which could turn a man to stone by its gaze: The Basilisk meaning ‘little king’. It 
is a common house pet and now has become established in the wild in South Florida. 
Brown Basilisks are brown or olive brown with black stripes. The stripes are usually only 
on the flanks and on the dorsal crest. They also have a white stripe, which extend from 
the eyes to the rear legs. This interesting lizard is not native to Florida. They were first 
observed in southeast Florida in 1976. Now, it seems they have taken up residence in 
the Naples area as well. These alert, active lizards are quite common along canal banks 
in suburban areas and in agricultural fields in Southern Florida. The Brown Basilisk 
Lizards are agile lizards that climb well and run extremely fast, often on their hind legs. 

The Brown Basilisk actually has large hind feet with flaps of skin between each toe. 
They are accomplished swimmers and frequently take to the water when threatened. 
Aided by their web-like feet where their habit of running across the water on their hind 
legs has earned the name the “Jesus Christ Lizard”. The Brown Basilisk as with other 
lizards destroys local bird populations by feeding on eggs and young nestlings. 

 

 

 

Centipede 

Centipedes are very common here in Southwest Florida. They are sometimes confused 
with millipedes, but do not damage food or furnishings in your home. Centipedes are 
identified by having one pair of legs per body segment compared with millipedes that 
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have two pair of legs per body segment and are usually brownish, flattened animals. 
Centipedes are fast runners and grow to a length from 1 to 6 inches. Centipedes have 
an appendage at the rear of their body that looks like a singer. It is not, this appendage 
is designed for the Centipede to hold its pray until it can eat it. 

Centipedes have poorly developed eyes and are most active at night. They are active 
predators and feed mainly on insects and spiders. All centipedes have venom glands to 
immobilize their prey. The jaws of the smaller local species cannot penetrate human 
skin; however, the larger species may inflict painful bites. This is how they catch their 
food, which is spiders, small live insects and their larva. 

Centipedes live in humid, dark places such as under stones, leaf litter, logs, bark, 
ground cover and debris. If they invade your home the Centipede could be found most 
likely in closets, bathrooms, and kitchen areas. 

Centipedes usually lay 15 to 55 eggs clustered together in the soil but sometimes they 
are laid singly. The eggs hatch soon after they are deposited. The female will usually 
guard the newly hatched young. Young Centipedes closely resemble the adult and 
require 3 years to mature. Centipedes are rather long-lived and individuals may live up 
to 6 years. 

Certified Pest Control of Naples Certified Full-Home Service will control Centipedes, 
and many other unwanted pests to protect your home and family. 

 

 

 

The “Palmetto Bug” 
 

Certified Pest Control of Naples is Southwest Florida’s Certified Pest Professional. This 
Famous Florida Palmetto Bug is one of Florida’s best legends. It hides in closets, under 
appliances, in dresser drawers or under your bed just waiting to run out at you! This 
famous bug is known to attack by fling right for you! This monster of the dark is also 
known to breed in numbers too high to count! 
 
The real facts are there is no such thing as a Palmetto Bug. The American cockroach is 
the first to be labeled a Palmetto Bug. The American Roach is the largest of the 
common roach species at about 1 ½ inches long, reddish brown in color, with fully 
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developed wings. This large bug seldom flies but is capable of gliding long distances. 
Each female American Roach can develop an egg capsule of 15 eggs every week. 
Another villain, recently, to be named the Palmetto Bug is the Australian Cockroach. 
This roach is similar in appearance, size, and color. This startling pest has distinguished 
yellow military type lieutenant strips along the outer front of either wing. This strong flier 
has a prominent bat shaped dark spot in the center of the pronotum, the area just 
behind the head. This Australian Roach can develop an egg capsule with 15 eggs every 
10 days. 
 
Both the American and the Australian Roach are primarily outside pests. During periods 
of cold, extreme hot and dry weather, or excessive rainfall they will try to enter buildings 
foraging for food. Both are found living outdoors in landscape, tree trunks, under rocks, 
around drainpipes, and any place moisture and shelter are available. 
Certified Pest Control of Naples can control these outdoor pests with our Certified Full-
Home Service. We can thoroughly treat all your inside cracks and crevices and 
complete the service with a broadcast spraying of the eaves, soffits, flower beds, entry 
ways, and 5 to 10-foot perimeter around your home. 
 
Call Certified Pest Control of Naples today for a free estimate and a complete 
explanation on any of our services. You do not have to let unwanted pests ruin your 
gorgeous Southwest Florida lifestyle. Remember, when thinking pest control, think 
Certified Pest Control of Naples- Your Certified Pest Professional! 
 


